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The  Hattiesburg  area  has  been  Hattiesburg  will  give  attention  to  the 
added  to  those  Mississippi  sections  history  of  the  convention  and  explain 
which  will  be  receiving  the  telecast  of  the  evolvement  of  Bold  Mission  Thrust 
the  Wednesday  evening  service  of  the  and  the  Mission  Service  Corps,  Wester 
Southern  Baptist  Convention.  indicated.  It  will  begin  at  6.30  p.  m. 

Brooks  Wester,  pastor  °*  The  Bold  Mission  Thrust  rally  at  the 

Church,  Hattiesburg,  has  said  that  Astrodome  is  expected  to  be  opened  by 
Cable  Channel  6  at  Hattiesburg  will  ^  8  ooo.voice  ch0ir  led  by  Cliff  Bar- 
carry  the  entire  session  from  7  to  9  ^  ^  y,e  auiy  Graham  evangelistic 

of  charge,  arKj  a  procession  of  flags  of  na- 

be  a  large  nons  an(j  states.  There  will  be  reports 
titonum  of  from  the  Home  Mission  Board,  and  the 
he  sesswn  Foreign  Mission  Board  and  tes- 
timomes  on  evangelism  and  world 
hunger.  More  than  1,000  missionary 
volunteers  are  expected  to  be  dedi¬ 
cated  in  services  led  by  Convention 
President  Jimmy  Allen  and  Miss  Caro¬ 
lyn  Weatherford,  executive  director  of 
in  Houston  ^  SBC  woman’s  Missionary  Union. 

The  concluding  message  will  be  by 
Billy  Graham. 

Other  Mississippi  areas  preparing  to 
pick  up  the  satellite  beams  from  the 
Astrodome  are  Jackson  and  Meridian. 
Capital  Cablevision  will  provide  the 
service  on  Channel  10  in  Jackson,  and 
it  will  be  shown  on  a  giant  screen  at 
Broadmoor  Church,  Jackson.  In  Meri¬ 
dian  the  TV  Selection  System  will  pro¬ 
vide  the  service  on  Channel  12,  and  it 
will  be  shown  at  First  Baptist  Church. 

The  time  will  be  from  7  to  9  p.m. 
Central  Daylight  Time  rather  than 
(Continued  on  Page  2) 
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in  progress.  The  enure  iwo-nour  ehmu 
Mission  Thrust  rally  from  the  As- 
trodome  in  Houston  will  be  shown.  For 
/  /  the  Wednesday  evening  session  of  the 
Southern  Baptist  Convention  the  site 
will  ?Kift  from  the  Summit  in  Houston 
to  the  Astrodome? 

All  of  the  homes  in  the  Hattiesburg 
area  that  have  cable  television  will  be 
7  off*-  abie  to  pick  up  the  session  on  Channel 
t  Faith  6  wester  said,  in  addition  to  the  view- 
presl-  ing  being  made  possible  in  the  church 
>n  who  auditorium  for  those  who  don’t  have 
s  in  the  caWe  facjnties  in  their  homes.  This 
Baptist  service  is  being  made  possible  by  Gen- 
staJe*  eral  Electric  Cablevision,  he  said, 
seprin-  First  Baptist  Church,  Hattiesburg,  has 
or  ad"  a  leased  cable  channel  and  has  all  of 
ai'd1not  the  equipment  necessary  already  in- 
ndelme  stailec|  in  the  church’s  control  room. 

A  special  program  at  the  church  be¬ 
fore  the  beginning  of  the  telecast  in 


During  the  interview  with  reporters  tists  continue  their  tradition  as  a 
from  Baptist  and  secular  media,  the  Bible-centered  people,  firmly  believ- 
six  seminary  presidents  said  they  ing  and  striving  to  practice  what  the 
know  of  no  professors  in  Southern  Bap-  Bible  teaches.  . 
tist  seminaries  who  fail  to  uphold  the  They  affirmed  their  belief  in  the 
principles  of  the  statement  of  Baptist  Bible  and  in  what  it  says  about  itself, 
Faith  and  Message  adopted  by  the  for  example,  that  “All  Scripture  is 
Southern  Baptist  Convention  meeting  given  by  inspiration  of  God  and  is  pro-  i 
in  Kansas  City,  Mo.,  in  1963.  fitabie  for  doctrine,  for  reproof,  for 

The  document  says  in  part  that  “the  correction,  for  instruction  in  righte- 
Holy  Bible  was  written  by  men  di-  ousness”  (2  Tim.  3;16).  » 

In  Student  Work  j 

Winders  Believes  Leader 
Should  Be  An  Enabler 

He  said  that  he  never  tried  to  outline 
a  single  plan  of  ministry  for  the  local 
Baptist  Student  Union  directors  to  fol¬ 
low.  He  simply  told  new  directors  to 
become  well  acquainted  with  his  or  her 
campus  and  develop  a  program  to 
meet  the  needs  there. 

Besides  leaving  organized  work  on 
26  Mississippi  campuses.  Winders  has 
left  Baptist  student  centers  on  15  cam- 
plus  property  on  three  other 
_ _  _  — |.  In  1957  there  were  only  stu¬ 
dent  centers  at  Mississippi  State  Col¬ 
lege  for  Women  and  Blue  Mountain 
College.  He  believes  student  centers 
are  “a  very  important  tool  in  getting  a 
good  Job  done  locally ,’’  he  said. 


By  Tim  Nicholas 

Ralph  Winders  retires  this  week  as 
director  of  the  Mississippi  Baptist  De¬ 
partment  of  student  work  after  22 
at  its  helm.  He  came  to  Missis- 


years 

sippi  in  1957  after  13  years  directing 
student  work  in  Virginia. 

•  The  following  is  not  a  tribute  to 
Ralph  Winders  for  his  long  career  in 
student  work.  That  tribute  was  paid 
last  week  by  his  friends,  family,  and  puses, 
associates  during  a  banquet  in  his  campuses, 
honor. 

No  newspaper  story  written  at  the 
retirement  of  anyone  who  has  given  a 
lifetime  of  service  could  hope  to  en¬ 
capsulate  that  service  in  a  slwrt  spaca. 


Roy  Moore 
Appointed 


Who  Will  Win?  Cowboy  Or  Indian? 

--  .  ..  Gotten,  director  of  EMavUle  St»s  School  tad  c»wU— co— 

IV.n  ™nd£n.  .1  th.  Western  for  the  parent,  and  teachers 

Exceptional  Person.,  at  Camp  Churoh  Training  Department,  Mississippi  Baptist  Conven- 
Ninety-eight  were  present,  includ-  tion  Board  directed  the  retreat.  (Additional  pictures  by  Anne 
nH  «vrentional  students.  Dr.  Paul  McWilliams  on  page  3.) 


■mnm  iHctiiusTn thnHng  space  match  between  cow 

available,  1  never  thought  it  their  re-  Round-up  Retreat  f< 
sponsibility  to  allow  us  to  use  that  Garaywa  May  18  and  1 
space."  Winders  said  that  it  was  bet-  ing  parents,  teachers 
ter  to  continue  the  separation  of 
church  and  state  on  the  college  cam¬ 
pus,  adding  that  with  a  BSU  center, 
there  would  be  no  limits  on  program 
scheduling  or  space  needed. 

But  overseeing  the  development  of 
the  student  centers  has  levied  a  price. 

Before,  “there  was  more  time  for 
campus  visitation,”  he  said. 

Emphasis  Changes 
Winders  recalls  changes  in  student 
work  since  he  began  in  1944,  “when 
student  work  was  primarily  the  en¬ 
listment  of  students  in  the  church  in 
college  towns.”  Much  emphasis  was 
given  to  the  transfer  of  membership 
and  missions  was  in  a  sense, 
peripheral,  he  said. 

He  said  that  it  was  missions  that 
kept  him  in  student  work  all  those 
years. 

Now,  students  know  much  more 
even  before  they  get  to  college.  High 

_  school  groups  are  “taking  missions 

ing  uganuan  rc.ugc^  u.  ~y  power  Carroll  approached  its  leaders  trips  with  their  churches.  Then  we 
Kaiva  he  is  helping  them  rebuild  their  to  offer  Baptist  help  in  restoring  phys-  didn’t  think  of  anything  north  of  the 
own  land  P  ical  and  spiritual  health  to  the  nation.  - ’«■“ 

With  support  from  the  Southern  Only  weeks  earlier,  the  Southern  Bap- 
Baptist  Convention’s  Foreign  Mission 
Board,  he  is  moving  ahead  with  a  re¬ 
habilitation  program  that  involves 
hundreds  of  thousands  of  dollars  in  aid 
and  a  number  of  U.  S.  volunteers. 

Just  how  many  volanteers  is  not  yet 
certain,  but  the  Ugandan  officials 
have  said  there  are  opportunities  for 
hundreds  to  help. 

“If  we’re  talking  Bold  Mission 
Thrust  (SBC  plan  to  proclaim  Christ  to 
the  entire  world),  let’s  get  bold,”  Car- 
roll  told  James  W.  Cecil,  the  board’s 
associate  consultant  on  laymen  over¬ 
seas,  during  Cecil’s  recent  visit  to  East 

Africa. 

Both  agreed  that  much  help  wtll  be 
needed  to  rebuild  the  country  recently 
freed  from  the  rule  of  President  Amin, 


is  important  in  student  work. 

“My  basic  concept  of  the  depart¬ 
ment  director  is  that  of  enabler,”  said 
Winders  over  a  pile  of  files  he  was  try¬ 
ing  to  clear  out  before  Jerry  Mernman 
took  over  as  new  department  director 
He  said  that  the  work  “must  start  with 
well  qualified  personnel.  Over  the 
years  I  have  tried  to  secure  seminary 


Roy  Moore  of  Hattiesburg,  Miss., 
has  been  appointed  to  the  Mission  Ser¬ 
vice  Corps  of  the  Southern  Baptist 
Convention. 

Moore.  22,  is  a  member  of  38th  Av¬ 
enue  Baptist  Church  in  Hattiesburg. 

He  will  serve  as  part  of  a  Mission 
Service  Corps  Brazil  Team  for  one 
year  in  Brazil.  Moore  and  about  25 
other  young  adults  will  work  with 
Brazilian  college  students  in 
(Continued  oh  Page  3) 


Former  Cult 
Members  Work 
For  Christ  Now 


More  than  500  Mississippi  Baptist  Families 
Were  Left  Homeless  by  the  Easter  flood. 
Relief  Offering  Is  Juijp  3. 

Give  Through  Your  Church. 

- - - - - - - - - 

500  Professions  Of  Faith 


By  George  Sheridan 
Director  Interfaith  Witness, 
Northeast  Area 

NEW  WINDSOR,  N  Y.  —  After  a 
year-long  struggle  to  separate  them¬ 
selves  from  Mormons  and  Jehovah’s 
Witnesses,  two  new  members  of  the 
Ridgecrest  Baptist  Church  in  New 
Windsor,  N.  Y.,  want  to  help  others 
leave  such  Christian  deviation  groups. 

Nadind  Shaw,  a  former  member  of 
the  Church  of  Jesus  Christ  of  Latter 
Day  Saints  (Mormons),  and  Dorothy 
Yager,  a  former  Jehovah’s  Witness, 
are  distributing  leaflets  encouraging 
persons  disillusioned  with  the  deviant 
faiths  to  talk  with  them. 

"Are  you  in  a  cult?”  the  leaflet  asks. 
It  lists  nine  “marks  of  a  cult,”  such  as 
extra-biblical  revelation,  a  low  regard 
for  Christ,  description  of  the  group  as 
the  “exclusive  community  of  the 
saved”  and  “enslaving  organizational 
structure.” 

“If  you  are  not  finding  the  happiness 
and  truth  you  expected,”  the  leaflet 
concludes,  “you  may  want  to  talk  to 
former  cult  members  who  have  found 
the  truth  of  Christ.” 

„ -  J ,  -  „  -  _  _  Both  Mrs.  Shaw  and  Mrs.  Yager 

the  United  States  who  participated  in  fort  of  churches  of  the  Baptist  Conven-  claim  difficulty  emerging  from  the 
the  effort  May  6  to  19.  The  Mississip-  tion  of  Nicaragua  with  participation  of  tigbt|y  organized  sect  groups, 
pians  were  William  Ferrell,  pastor  of  the  Southern  Baptist  evangelists  en-  The  Mormons  advised  Mrs.  Shaw 
Sylvarena  Church  in  Smith  County,  listed  through  the  off  ice  of  evangelism  not  t0  have  any  close  friends  who  were 
and  his  son,  Curtis,  assistant  pastor  at  and  church  development  of  the  SBC  non_Mormons.  She  went  against  the 
Broadmoor  Church,  Jackson,  and  Foreign  Mission  Board.  It  was  the  bowever>  and  remained  close  to 

Spanish  pastor  for  the  church.  follow-up  phase  of  a  two-phase  yager. 

The  elder  Ferrell  is  a  tormer  mis-  "  ,  (ConUhued  or  Page  » 

Whittington  Is  Named 
Associate  BSU  Director 

Barbara  Jo  Whittington  has  been  of  Mobile  College  Jn  Alabama  and 
named  associate  Baptist  Student  earned  the  master  of  education  degree 

Union  director  for  the  University  of  from  Southern  in  Hattiesburg,  where 
Union  director  for  the  uw  a*  hM  .Iso  completed  much  o(  tho 

WBM sippi  in  Hatties-  required  work  toward  a  Ph.D.  degree. 

burg.  She  will  assist  A 1977  Outstanding  Young  Woman  of 

director  Louis  America,  Miss  Whittington  has  taught 
Farmer  in  campus  high  school  in  Mobile  and  Grove  Hill, 
&IH?111*! 5!w  ministries.  Her  Ala.Shehastaughtchemistry, physics 
work  there  begins  and  math. 

June  25.  She  managed  the  Nibble  Nook  Ice 

Miss  Whittington,  Cream  Parlor  at  Ridgecrest  Baptist 
*  jBN  a  New  Orleans  na-  Conference  Center  in  the  summers  of 

tive,  is  a  graduate  1975  and  ’76. 


ppians  Aia 
nan  Crusade 


— rr - r  were  impressed  Dy  me  warmvnanu  i  e- 

Nicaragua.  sponsiveness  of  th4  people. 

Services  were  cancelled  in  three  Tw0  new  mission  points  were  in¬ 
places  because  of  sporadic  armed  con-  jtiated  during  the  first  week,  one  at 
flicts  in  the  vicinity.  Despite  the  ten-  Camoapai  where  Archie  V.  Jones, 
sions,  attendance  of  500  or  more  was  missionary  on  jeave  0f  absence  from 
reported  at  services  in  some  cities  and  Ecuador  preached;  and  San  Rafael 
rural  areas,  according  to  Southern  del  Sur,  where  a  tent  revival  attracted 
Baptist  missionary  Stanley  D.  more  tban  500  nightly  and  resulted  in 
Stamps.  In  other  areas,  attendance  ^  professions  of  faith.  Rudy  Heman- 
was  fair  and  in  a  few  cases,  poor.  dez  o{  Grand  Prairie,  Texas,  was 
Two  Mississippians  were  among  the  evangelist  there. 

18  evangelists  and  one  musician  from  The  crusade  was  a  cooperative  ef- 


some  women  in  Mississippi  for  the 
Barbadbs  Baptist  College. 

While  on  a  Bold  Mission  project  to 
Barbados  from  the  Gulf  Coast,  the 
men  took  the  opportunity  to  do  some¬ 
thing  special  to  help  both  the  college 
and  the  students. 

“The  flock  of  registered  black  belly  . 

sheep  will  provide  both  a  source  of  in-  sionary  to  Argentina,  and  the  younger 
come  and  protein  to  the  students  when  Ferrell  grew  up  there, 
they  return  home,”  reports  Sam  In  some  areas,  armed  conflic 
Turner,  Gulf  Coast  director  of  mis-  taking  place  but  services  were  held 
sions  who  also  went  to  Barbados-  earty  and  visitation  was  limi 
The  black  belly  sheep  have  multiple  services  themselves  were  normal  ex¬ 
births,  which  enables  a  more  rapid  cept  for  cancellations  for  one  night  at 
build  up  of  the  flock .  The  sheep  are  also  wo  locations,  according  to  Stamps^ 

registered  which  permits  the  student.  Leaders  had  debated  whether  to  hold 
upon  graduation,  to  transport  a  pair  the  crusade. 

for  breeding  back  to  his  own  country  "The  increased  tension  brought  on 
Since  many  of  these  ministerial  stu-  by  the  uncertain  political  situation  and 
dents  wtil  find  it  necessary  to  support  growing  economic  problems  definitely 
themselves,  the  sheep  will  provide  limited  the  efforts  of  the  crusade, 
extra  income.  The  cost  per  sheep  is  Stamps  said.  “But  we  are  Quite  happy 
approximately  $10M125V  However,  with  the  results  and  encouraged  by 
because  of  the  nature  of  the  project,  some  of  the  developments  we  have 

the  farm  sold  these  four  sheep  at  half  witnessed.”  . 

price.  >.  11  was  definitely  a  bold  missions  un- 

The  sheep  are  kept  on  a  rope  in  graz-  dertaking  in  the*  light  of  calculated 

ing  areas  during  the  day  and  are  kept  risks,”  Stamps  said.  But  because  of 

in  a  sheep  Den  at  night.  A  pen  was  bqtit  the  unrest  in  the  country,  people  were 

1  Continued  on  Dane  3)  "tore  open  and  the  crusade  will  have 


Four  men  with  sheep  they  bought,  behind  the  new 


Whittington 


EbersoM  (Emmnnuel).  Dwight  (Ike)  Eber- 


Revival 


Revival  Results 

Good  News  Mississipp 


This  is  the  beginning  of  the  listing  of  April  Revival 
Results.  More  results  will  be  printed  in  future  issues. 


Joe  Abrams,  first  president  of  the  Baptist  Public  Relations  Association,  receives 
recognition  during  the  BPRA's  25th  anniversary  celebration  in  Ft.  Worth,  Tex.  Ab¬ 
rams  is  retired  associate  editor  of  the  Mississippi  Baptist  Record.  Mrs.  Abrams,  and 
Mrs.  Styles  watch  as  Rick  Styles,  of  Abilene.  Tex.,  gives  the  award 


Bellevue 
Calvary 
Corinth 
Good  Hope 
Greenville 
Hickory  Grove 
Lumberton,  First 
Military 
Richburg 
Sumrall,  First 
Oakohola  Mission 
Cole  Town  Mission 


Hattiesburg  Added  .  .  . 

(Continued  from  Page  1)  Vms  toe  Russian  Baptist  who  refused 

Eastern  time  as  was  reported  in  the  to  give  in  to  the  Soviet  government  in 
Baptist  Record  of  May  24.  the  area  of  religious  liberty  and  was 

Two  satellites  will  be  used  in  beam-  imprisoned.  He  was  exiled  to  the  Un¬ 
elected  president.  Other  officers  are  ing  the  program.  They  will  be  Western  ited  States  as  part  of  an  exchange  for 
communications  Union’sWestarlandRCA’sSatcoml.  two  spies  held  by  this  government.  The 

Additional  interesting  aspects  of  the  other  Baptist  of  world- wide  acc^™  ‘s 

- .  Baker  James  Cauthen,  who  will  be  giv¬ 

ing  his  last  report  as  the  executive  sec¬ 
retary  of  the  Foreign  Mission  Board. 

_  Hie  report  will  be  a  part  of  the  mis- 

wiii  be  led  by  Georgi  sions  rally.  v 


Baptist  PR  Practitioners 
Support  Equal  Employment 

FORT  WORTH.  Texas  (BP)  —  More 
than  100  Baptist  public  relations  prac-  Jennifer  Bryon 

titioners  went  on  record  supporting  specialist  in  the  bookstore  division  of  j  _  _  _ 

equal  employment  opportunities  for  the  Baptist  Sunday  School  Board,  Wednesday  evening  Bold  Mission 
men  and  women  within  the  Southern  program  vice  president;  Ken  Day,  di-  Thrust  rally  in  the  Astrodome  will  in- 
Baptist  Convention  at  the  silver  an-  rector  of  the  department  of  promotion,  Volve  Baptist  leaders  who  havejbe- 
niversary  meeting  of  the  Baptist  Pub-  Home  Mi 
lie  Relations  Association.  vice  presi 

One  hundred  ten  members  from  18  of  public 
states  and  the  District  of  Columbia 
passed  the  resolution  in  response  to 
last  year’s  Consultation  on  Women  in 


5  Carthage,  First 

-  Corinth  s 

1#  Freeny 

Lena 
Madden 
0  Mt.  Zion 

9  Pleasant  Hill 

0  Rocky  Point 

0  Springfield 

0  Standing  Pine 

1  Sunrise 

0  Trinity 


Total  I 

Calhoun 

Bethany  I 

Big  Creek 

Calhoun  City,  First 

Calvary 

Duncan  Hill- 

ML  Moriah  i 

Mt  Tabor 

New  Liberty 

Rocky  Mount 

Sarepta 

Sherman 

Shiloh  _ 

Total  1 

Webster 


2Ep  '5SrJ^2&  Former  Cult  Members 

Si  RKlfstyles,  vieepreadenl  (Continued  from  P.Be  1)' 

Chelr-  MSMT'"''  * 8 

man;  and  Tim  Nicholas,  associate  t  church  pastor  Lawrence  Webb  ^  yager  left  the  Jehovah’s  Wit- 
editor,  Mississipp,  Baptist  Record,  ne^s  ££  own  accord  in  1975.  but 

newsletter  editor.  feared  going  to  any  other  church  be- 

•  cause  it  would  mean  disfellowship 

1  T'|  •  from  the  Kingdom  Hall  and  complete 

ncels  Bryant,  Gets  ^.MX*** 

"  nesses  because  the  world  outside  the 

_  %  1 -|  fellowship  “seemed  so  evil,”  she  said. 

donth  From  Criswell 

,  and  outside  their  former  faith  groups. 

Sunday  morning  program  was  cancel-  “That  means  we’re  prepared  to  go  to  A  major  problem  was  a  relative  lack 

led  because  of  a  “continuing  problem”  the  Supreme  Court,  if  necessary, ’’said  of  directed  activity.  In  the  Kingdom 
with  the  Southern  Baptist  evangelist’s  officials  of  the  Robison  Evangelistic  Hall,  Mrs.  Yager  had  attended  meet¬ 
making  statements  "about  other  re-  Association.  ings  five  nights  a  week  besides  making 

ligious  organizations  and  community  In  April  Robison  demanded  an  hour  door-to-door  visits. 
groups.”  of  time  to  respond  to  the  “Hugh  “In  the  Mormon  Church,  there  sja 

The  station  had  also  cancelled  but  Hefner’s  25th  Anniversary  Playboy  constant  beehive,”  Mrs.  Shaw  said, 
reinstated  Robison’s  program  in  1977 
after  the  homosexuals  demanded  and 
received  equal  time  under  the  Fair¬ 
ness  Doctrine  to  respond  to  his  at¬ 
tacks. 

Lane,  an  active  member  of  Wilshire 
Baptist  Church,  Dallas,  has  ik 
the  position  that  Robison  canndl  name 
homosexuality  as  a  sin  in  the  context  of 
a  biblical  sermon. 

“That  (application  of  the  Fairness 
Doctrine)  doesn’t  mean  he  can’t  read 
the  Bible.  That  doesn't  mean  he  can’t 
name  a  particular  sin,  whatever  sin 
that  is,  or  even  call  people’s  attention 


Church  Related  Vocations.  Twenty-six 
of  the  65  new  members  joining  BPRA 
this  year  are  women. 

Stan  Hastey,  associate  director  of 
information  services  for  the  Baptist 
Joint  Committee  in  Washington,  was 
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documentary  call  “The  End  of  Out-  Another  adjustment  for  both  women 
rage  —  A  Call  to  Arms.”  is  the  sense  of  separation  from  former 

WFAA  attorney  Bill  Dempsey  said  friends  in  the  sect  groups, 
taken  the  network  special  was- entertain-  Mrs.  Yager  ha$  been  formally  “dis- 
roenL.did  not  raise  any  public  issues  fellowshipped”  by, the  Jeh<wph>  Wit- 
and  was  therefore  not  subject  to  the  nesses.  Her  former  Triends  ih  the  sect 
Fairness  Doctrine.  .  will  not  speak  to  her. 

Wallace  E.  Johnson,  chief  of  the  Mrs.  Shaw’s  Mormon  friends  feel 
FCC’s  Broadcast  Bureau,  said  in  a  let-  her  new  religious  involvement  is 
ter  of  response  to  the  controversy  that  meaningless  and  that  she  can  return  to 
“a  licensee  is  free  to  carry  or  reject  Mormonism  at  any  time.  “But  if  I  pub- 

_ _  any  programming  it  chooses,  subject  licly  refuted  Mormonism,  they 

speak  June  10  at  the  Southern  Baptist  to  it  as  a  problem  and  ask  them  to  vote  to  whatever  obligations  it  may  have  wouldn’t  speak  to  me;  I’d  be  excom- 
Pas tors’  Conference  in  Houston.  against  it,"  Lane  said.  under  the  Fairness  Doctrine.”  He  also  municated,”  she  said. 

Also  at  the  Euless  meeting,  W.  A.  The  problem  WFAA  attorneys  had  said  the  commission  will  review  com-  Both  women  had  grown  up  as  nomi- 
Criswell,  pastor  of  First  Baptist  with  the  Feb.  25  broadcast,  Lane  said,  plaints  to  determine  whether  the  nal  members  of  traditional  Christian 
Church,  Dallas,  largest  Southern  Bap-  • was  the  total  picture  that  was  painted  licensee  acted  reasonably  and  in  good  churches  and  joined  the  sect  groups  as 
tist  congregation,  said  that  his  church  of  homosexuals,  specifically  Robi-  faith.  adults, 

will  give  $1,000  a  month  to  Robison’s  son’s  reading  from  the  National  In- 
legal  fund  in  his  “Freedom  to  Preach”  quirer  magazine  linking  homosexuals 
battle  against  Dallas  TV  station  with  child  molesting,  violence  and 
WFAA  ( Channel  8) .  murder. 

The  ministers  met  with  Robison  to  “If  there  was  a  point  where  it  step-  -m  /r»  •  •  T)  * 

discuss  the  ramifications  of  his  battle  ped  over  the  line,  that  possibly  was  the  {$11^10113.068  J\0lU.ril 
with  WFAA  over  their  interpretation  point,"  Lane  said.  1 

of  the  Federal  Communication  Com-  Robison,  charging  his  constitutional  •IT* 

misson’s  Fairness  Doctrine.  Robison’s  rights  have  been  injured,  hired  the  T?  _  T  T  QHIi  Q  l<  p  lYin  I  fll  Yl  O’ 
weekly  television  program-aired  by  famed  criminal  attorney  Richard  X  XFJ.  ilClllUCl  TICJJ LIAALllllcl 

about  90  stations  was  cancelled  March  "Racehorse”  Haynes  to  press  for  a  *3  ^ 

2  by  WFAA,  an  ABC-TV  affiliate, after  hearing  with  the  F(-;C.  .  (Continued  from  page  1)  five  dollars  on  the  black  market, 

he  denounced  homosexuality  as  sin  Haynes  said  at  a  Robison  press  con-  '  oin-_  h.  fip_.  „amp  tn  ,Taon  ,  .  _ 

and  read  comments  from  various  pub-  ference  at  the  close  of  the  National  As-  .  w  P^Cy  a  natiye  missionary  service  in  TanLnia  Car 

’  try  from  Kenya,  where  he  and  hi^wife  Ugandans  for  leadership  roles.  Tt 

Southern  Baptist  layman,  said  the  take  this  to  the  mat.  nractice  baDtism  he  and  a  vmmi 
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Chickasaw  County 
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Houston,  First  5 

New  Prospect  2 


1  •  "TVT  *  1  have  been  impossible  without  Car-  man  identified  so  closely  with  the 

rkl  T1 CF  roll’s  help.  Ugandan  people  that  it  became  dif- 

L  ^  During  a  time  when  the  new  gov-  ficult  for  him  to  give  what  others  might 

eminent  was  just  beginning  to  func-  call  a  routine  report  in  mission  meet- 
ulation  to  avoid  being  towed  by  the  tion,  Carroll  approached  government  ings  without  weeping, 
citv  He  said  buses  will  run  continu-  officials  and  got  permission  to  fly  1,000  Carroll’s  ability  to  make  key  ar- 
ouslyfrom7  30a.m.  to  10:30p.m.  each  pounds  of  medical  supplies  into  the  rangements  and  decisions  in  distribut- 
dav  and  will  be  numbered  and  color-  country.  Medical  supplies  reportedly  ing  the  medical  supplies  from  MAP 
coded  for  easy  identification.  had  been  available  to  the  public  there  stemmed  from  ties  he  maintained  with 

Messengers  with  cars  are  urgSd  to  for  the  last  five  years.  Uganda,  even  after  Amin  banned  Bap- 

drive  during  the  day  to  the  Rice  Carroll  also  received  an  invitation  tist  churches.  He  and  Rice  registered 
stadium  Parking  Lot,  at  University  for  himself,  Senzig,  MAP  president  as  representatives  of  the  Ugandan 
Rlvd  and  Greenbriar.  and  take  a  shut-  Raymond  Knighton,  and  fellow  mis-  Bible  Society  and  continued  minister- 
nl  Kmc  I  Bus  No  4)  to  the  Summit,  sionary  James  L.  Rice  of  Virginia  to  mg  there.  Occasionally,  he  and  his 
Parking  is  if per  car.  It  also  costs  $1  to  Ay  into  Uganda  with  a  delegation  of  wife  Betty,  who  remained  with  him 
ride  the  bus  tothe.Summit  and  $1  for  Ugandan  officials  returning  from  throughout  this  time,  went  on  business 
♦He  return  trip.  Messengers  are  urged  Nairobi.  trips  to  Kenya  and  remained  there 

to  ri^ridM  to  thSTwithout  cars.  ‘‘When  we  arrived  in  Uganda;  “he  until  advised  by  friends  that  it  was  safe 
t°  ®*ve  obviously  enjoyed  himself  more  than  to  return. 

But  the  good  news,  Hedquist  says,  is  the  rest  of  us  because  be  had  lived  “While  in  Kenya,  he  was  personally 
that  messengers  may  park  free  at  the  there  before,”  said  Senzig.  “When  he  actively  involved  in  work  among 
Summit  for  the  Tuesday  and  Thursday  saw  these  people  that  he  loved  so  Ugandan  refugees  and  in  «uch 

evening  sessions  and  may  park  at  the  much,  he  was  moved  with  a  great  deal  cities  as  Nairobi,  Nakuru  and 
Astrodome  for  the  Wednesday  evening  0f  emotion.”  Kisumu,”  says  Davis  L.  Saunders  the 

session  for  $2.  In  Uganda,  Senzig  said,  Carroll  Foreign  Mission  Board’s  area  secret- 

.  -  urithnut  cars  mav  ride  showed  an  amazing  gift  ot  diplomacy,  ary  for  Eastern  and  Southern  Africa 

Messengers  wnth  J  He  seemed  to  know  the  hometown,  the  While  those  who  have  worked  with 

mtteS.mnul.rtte  trom  max,,or.  Cterril  OTine  hm 

tbreetocatiMB  Th  y  every  person  he  met.  If  he  didn’t  possibilities  and  make  contacts  thev 

Downtown  Halida) '  Iwi ^and  Uw  fuce  ^  ^  a  ^  be  My  he  get  “g 

Sta*J?  KSH  shaSk  HiltS  at  carefully  noted  the  new  acquain-  ministrative  detail?  he  didn’t^ 

tance’s  name  m  a  book  be  earned  with  that  over  to  someone  else.  In  Uganda 
him.  Rice’s  administrative  skills  have 

Southern  Baptists’  first  preaching  complemented  Carroll’s  shiiitu. 
missionary  to  Uganda,  Carroll  saw  While  Carroll  was  C0VPZ/ 

Uganda’s  prosperity  crumble  under  ment  contacts  for  shipping  aid  ♦„♦„ 
Amin’s  rule  until  a  single  aspirin  tab-  Uganda,  Rice  was  clearing  tonR  nt 
let  was  reported  selling  for  three  to  foreign  aid  through  customsin  Kenya 


Before  You  Move 

1.  Attach  old  mailing  label  In  the  space  below  or  print 
your  oM  address. 


p.m.-«p.m.;  Tuesday, 7a.m.-9p.m.;  night.  F< 
and  Wednesday  and  Thursday,  8  a.m.-  gers  at  < 

9  pm.  deDartui 

“The  glut  of  Houston  traffic  allows  Total 
absolutely  no  parking  at  the  Summit  summit 
before  «  p.m.,”  Hedquist  said.  He  ketsma] 
urges  messengers  to  observe  that  reg-  varjousr 


residents  Hit 
Accusations” 


Thursday,  May  SI,  1979 
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Western  ‘ 

Round-Up 

Retreat 


Big  Chief  RoMtiichofson  watched  his  braves  perform  in  the  talent  show. 


Clayton  Jordan,  youth  and  recreation  director  at  First  Church,  Brookhaven,  and  his 
dummy  entertained  retreat  participants  on  Saturday  afternoon,  during  the  retreat  for 
exceptional  persons  at  Camp  Garaywa  May  18-19.  Kathleen  McCurry  held  up  objects 
while  the  blindfolded  dummy  correctly  guessed  what  she  had.  Jan  Cossitt  and  the 
women's  Washboard  Band  from  Morrison  Heights,  Clinton,  put  on  a  show  Saturday 
morning  ( Photos  by  Anne  McWilliamt) 


Teachers  Janice  Lee,  Katri  Hudspeth,  and  Cathy  Martin  went  on  stage  with  the 
younger  special  education  group,  during  the  talent  show.  Barbara  Massey  directed 
the  younger  group  and  Mrs.  Thomas  Bryant  and  Mrs.  David  Hester  directed  the  older 
group. 


Banks  Hardee  and  his  grandmother 
took  a  Coke  break  at  the  Trading  Post. 


Exhausted  campers  at  the  end  of  the 
retreat  waited  for  their  rides  home. 


Staffers  Are  Chosen 
For  Central  Hills 


Winders  Believes  Leader 
Should  Be  Enabler 


Joggers  Jubilee 
Set  For  Houston 


Staffers  for  the  summer  Royal  Am-  Keith  Ward,  Benton’s  Midway  Baptist 
bassador  Camps  planned  this  year  at  .Church;  Donald  Gann,  FBC,  Vic- 
Central  Hills  Baptist  Retreat  at  Kos-  ksburg;  Mark  Hawkins.  Antioch 
ciusko,  have  been  chosen.  Church,  Columbus;  and  Jimmie  San- 

Led  by  camp  director.  Rusty  Griffin  ford,  Morgan  City  Church. 

of  the  state  Brotherhood  Department  w _ „  .  . . 

staff  the  camp  staff  includes  coun-  Wayne  Pee,  waterfront  instructor, is 

selor’s  instructors  and  staff  assis-  a  member  of  FBC,  Kosciusko,  Darryl 
seiors.  instructors,  ana  stall  assis  Dilmore  lifeguard  Morrison  Heights 

Following  are  the  staffers,  their  pos-  ^ 

itions,  and  hometown  churches.  .  .  ^  ’  ...  ,  ,D 

Jeff  Powell,  assistant  camp  direc-  "'F5' Nerwton- <?“<* Waller 
tor,  Jackson’s  Parkway  Church.  Mar-  :  J?"d 

tin  Chaney  will  be  program  director  enri  nodal*  rhiirFh'w^i1^’ 

and  is  a  student  at  University  of  Mis-  ^  esPap 
sissippi,  FBC,  Vicksburg.'  ’  '  ,  ",y  Staff  assistants  will-beGra**  Moore, 
The  eight  counselors  .are -Jimmy  Hattiesburg's  Beacon  Street  Chdrch, 
Turner  of  Macedonia  CbUrcfi  JThCaJ  -  Gill  BakeF,  FBC.  SenatdWa\-^o»in 


HOUSTON.  Texas  (BP)  — One  of  the 
Southern  Baptist  Convention’s  most 
unusual  auxiliary  meetings,  the  Jog¬ 
gers  Jubilee,  will  be  held  at  four  loca¬ 
tions  6:30  to 7:30 a  m.,  June  12, 13  and 
14  in  Houston 

Participants  should  convene  ready 
to  jog  at  either  the  Houston  Baptist 
University  track,  the  Rice  University 
track.  Memorial  Park,  or  the  Allen 
Parkway  Running  and  Bike  Track, 
said  Eugene  Greer,  program  planning 
director  for  the  Texas  Baptist  state 
mfesiwri  commission 

Will  be  gfven  to  each 
participant  by  the  Church  Recreation 
Department  of  the  Baptist  Sunday 
School  Board.  Also  a  commemorative 
patch.  “Life  Abundant.  SBC  Joggers 
Jubilee.  Houston.  1979”  is  available  for 
$2  from  The  Strider,  11317  Earlywood 
Drive,  Dallas,  Texas  75218  Any  profits 
from  the  sale  of  patches  will  go  for 
missions  through  the  Cooperative 
Program. 


Acteen  And 


Have  Openings 


Becky  Briscoe  of  the  Mississippi 
Baptist  Woman’s  Missionary  Union 
staff  and  director  of  the  Acteens  and 
GA  camps  this  summer  at  Camp 
Garaywa  reports  that  though  several 
of  the  camp  weeks  have  been  filled, 
many  still  have  openings. 

The  filled  camp  weeks  are:  June 
11-15,  June  25-29,  and  July  9-13.  These 
are  all  GA  weeks. 

Camp  Weeks  with  openings  are  June 
18-22  and  July  2-8,  both  for  Acteens 
And  GA  camps  with  openings  are  July 
18-20,  July  23-27,  and  July  30-Aug.3. 


Mississippi  Baptist  Activities 

June  6-7  Summer  Missionary  Orientation,  Baptist  Building.  Jackson 
1:00  p.m..  6th  -  12  Noon.  7th  (Cooperative  Missions) 


JUNE,  1979 


Sunday 

School 


COMOUCT  VACATION  MU  SCHOOLS.  MISSION  BIBLE  SCHOOLS  AND  SACKVAAO  BIBLE  CLUBS 
(See  OurraurA  me(uine  February.  March,  and  June) 


Church 

Training 


CHURCH  THE  SUNDAY  MQHT  PLACE 

Pbaa  Should  he  nude  no  later  than  June  far  the  church  promotion  of  CHURCH  THE  SUNDAY  NIGHT  PLACE 
l-lT  * ■g"*’*'!"0'; ,,me  Wrth  O0o*’*,  ,ch*dul*d  “  Lift -Off-Month.  See  Promotion  plan  dUtnbidedTo 


A  simulated  camping  scene  shows  the  tent  and  platforms  for  the  boys  this  summer 
at  Central  Hills.  ~  • 


Coast  Men  Supplement 

( Continued  from  Page  1 ) 


Roy  Moore 
Appointed 

ToMSC 


mcn.ng.ui  io  senior  Adults  from  their  past  experiences 
*tvT  *M*#**,,ce  through  loin  of  resources  and  personnel,  etc 


Church 

Music 


by  some  of  the  Gulf  Coast  men  during  get  to  a  coral  reef.  As  it  turned  out,  he 
the  first  three  days  of  their  project,  and  others  spent  the  day  digging  post 
With  the  exception  of  the  tin  and  a  few  holes  in  coral  with  a  hammer  and 
new  2x4's  the  shed  was  built  of  “scrap”  chisel. 

material.  Three  of  the  sheep  were  given 

Tom  Gautier.  Bayou  View  Church,  names:  “Isme,”  “Miss  Mississippi,” 
Gulfport,  had  said  that  he  wanted  to  and  “Myrtle.” 


(Continued  from  Page  1) 

ifMfcand  local  church  prog¬ 
ibe  team  will  arrive  in  Brazil  in 


evanj 
rams 
July. 

The  Mission  Service  Corps  Brazil 
Team  was  selected  by  the  Baptist 
General  Convention  of  Texas,  the 
Brazilian  Baptist  Convention,  and  the 
Foreign  Mission  Board  of  the  Southern 
Baptist  Convention. 

X  The  corps  involves  lay  people  and 
ministers  in  short-term,  volunteer 
missions.  It  is  part  of  Southern  Bap¬ 
tists’  Bold  Mission  Thrust,  which  has 
the  goal  of  presenting  the  gospel  to  the 
entire  world  by  the  year  2000. 

BIBLE  PUZZLE  AN8WEES 


DAY  CABWBIO 

A  unique  Approach  few  p<o»id.n,  auuaonvy  education  in  an  ouldoof  Klimt  for  children  durina  (he 
mouths  Curriculum  tuunuoni  available  from  the  Brotherhood  Department  * 


Brotherhood 


Woman’s 

Missionary 

Union 


Church 

Administration 

-Pastoral 

Ministries 


Associations!  Officers  Orientation 


Stewardship 


Four  hundred  fifteen  people  ate  lunch  at  Alta  Woods  Church,  Jackson,  during  the 
Associations!  Officers  Orientation  Workshop  held  there  on  May  15.  Following  a 
general  session  in  the  morning,  simultaneous  conferences  were  held  for  directors  of 
ffiissions,  moderators,  church  administration  coordinators.  Sunday  School  direc- 
*0r*.  Church  Training  directors,  church  music  directors,  WMU  directors.  Brother¬ 
hood  directors,  Missions  Committee  chairman,  Stewardship  Committee  chairmen, 
Sftd  Evangelism  Committee  chairmen.  In  the  picture  above  Hollis  Bryant,  consultant, 
Cooperative  Missions  Department,  Mississippi  Baptist  Convention  Board,  is  speak- 
ln9  to  the  directors  of  missions.  Chester  Vaughn,  program  director,  Mississippi 
B*P*i»t  Convention  Board,  directed  the  workshop. 


Evangelism 


AGAIN  AND  AGAIN 


OFFICIAL  JOURNAL  OF  THE  MISSISSIPPI  BAPTIS1  CONVENTION 

Editorials 


The  Convention  Must  Go  On 


s5n  cameras  on  a  platform  in  front  of  action  at  the  time  on  the  screws  in  the  convention  we  must .  have  messengers, 
the  stage  as  wellas  in  other  strategic  hall.  It  was  almost  unbelievable,  yet  it  Hopefully,  there  will  be  many  of  them 
nlaces  and  Dlaced  KiganUc  screens  was  right  there  before  our  very  eyes.  It  this  year  inspite  of  the  inconviences 
above  the  floor  so  that  they  would  be  in  was  done  by  satellite  transmission.  that  are  almost  certain  to  be  present, 
sight  of  everyone.  The  convention  was  Perhaps  this  year  there  will  be  What  is  the  answer  to  the  inconvi- 
televised  and  the  messengers  another  improvement  over  the  Atlanta  ences’  That  may  be  a  point  of  discus- 
watched  it  o^the  screens  and  Kansas  City  conditions,  and  that  sion  this  year.  There  might  be  a  great 

That  was  fine  Everyone  knew  what  will  be  multiple  entrances  into  the  deal  of  sentiment  for  choosing  a  cent- 
was  going  on  it  was  somewhat  like  arena.  In  both  Kansas  City  and  Atlanta  ral  location  with  the  right  kind  of 
sitting  in  a  movie  house,  however.  The  escalators  were  used  to  get  in  and  out.  facilities  and  meeting  there  every 
hail  was  dark  so  that  the  images  on  the  This  created  colossal  jams  as  the  ses-  year . 

screens  would  show  up,  and  those  at-  sions  closed.  On  the  other  hand,  the  expenses  in¬ 

tending  might  well  have  had  a  feeling  Hopefully,  the  situation  in  Houston  voived  and  the  inconviences  might  cut 
of  detachment.  will  be  more  pleasant.  The  worst  note  down  on  the  attendances.  The  energy 

It  was  theonly  answer,  but  it  was  not  of  a  negative  nature  that  has  been  crunch  might  contribute  to  a  declining 
a  good  situation.  sounded  has  been  the  problem  of  get-  attendance. 

Last  year  in  Atlanta  it  was  com-  ting  to  The  Summit  on  the  freeway  at  The  constitution  says  the  convention 
pounded  by  a  horrible  sound  system,  rush  hours .  This  problem  nas  Deen  laid *  ^  held  annually.  This  could  be 

This  year  the  convention  will  not  be  torest,  however.  There  will  be  nopaint  changed  to  every  other  year  or  every 
held  in  a  flat-floor  exhibit  hall.  It  will  in  fighting  toe  freeway  to  get  to  toe  years,  but  it  takes  a  couple  of 

be  in  The  Summit,  a  basketball  area  convention.  There  will  be  no  parking.  years  to  change  the  constitution.  In  the 
that  will  offer  balconies  as  well  as  the  The  Summit  is  surrounded  by  a  fine  meantime,  we  have  convention  sites 
floor  level.  This  will  allow  all  messen-  parking  lot  that  is  used  by  Houston  chosen  several  years  in  advance, 
gers  to  be  much  closer  to  the  stage  workers  until  6  p.m.  There  will  be  . .  .  u  ■  to  , 

than  has  beenthe  case  since  the  Dallas  parking  available  for  messenger  as  U  u£ld  see  what  happmL 

convention.  The  image  magnification  toe  night  sessions.  _  .  DrohaMv  is  what  we  will  do  If 

P^cedureriHWld n»l t* nece®>ry  B  During  (toytune to. «ytc>  to 

it  is  not  used  then  the  messengers  and  get  to  toe  ^enUon  wto  be :  by  bus  ^  Baptist  Conven- 

visitors  might  recapture  the  concept  of  and  this  mayturnoutto  *  the  b  gges  in  a  teeming  metropolitan  situa- 

afl  being  together  in  the  same  place-  problem  faced  yet^oortwffl^1  ^on.  they  need  to  be  certified  as  mes- 
if  not  all  of  one  accord.  one-way  from  the  Rice  Stadium  park-  -W  convention  is  iun-  12  to 

The  image  magnification  process  is  mg  |0t.  Parking  for  the  night  sessions  ^ng  rs  e  000  enUon  ls  June  12 10 

not  all  negative,  however  .  With  the  ad-  will  be  $2.  The  buses  will  run  at  night  as  14 

vent  of  this  electronic  marvel  in  Dallas  well  as  in  the  daytime,  and  pickups  Ii^spite  of  their problems,  Southern 
came  some  of  the  finest  multi-media  will  be  made  at  the  Hyatt  Regency,  the  Bajxlst  conventions  are  highly  in- 
institutional  reports  toat  could  be  im-  downtown  Holiday  Inn,  and  the  Rice  teresting  and  fascinating  events.  And 
agined.  Perhaps  the  highlight  was  a  Stadium  parking  lot.  Feeder  buses  in  spite  of  the  fact  that  we  always  come 
two-way  &>nversation  from  the  con-  from  other  hotels  will  go  to  Rice  home  complaining  about  conditions, 
vention  hall  in  Kansas  City  with  mis-  stadium.  we  ajways  go  back  the  next  year  in 

sionaries  on  the  street  in  Hong  Kong.  We  must  have  a  convention.  We  have  ever  increasing  numbers. 

The  missionaries  were  pictured  in  a  lot  of  business  to  conduct.  To  have  a  ^ou  couldn  t  keep  us  away. 


The  last  few  sessions  of  the  Southern 
Baptist  Convention  have  been  gigantic 
affairs.  Beginning  in  1974  in  Dallas,  the 
registration  of  messengers  has  gone 
above  18.000  every  year.  The  Dellas 
registration  was  a  new  record  of 
18,190.  Twice  since  that  date  that  re¬ 
cord  has  been  eclipsed  and  new  ones 
established.  There  were  18,837  at  Nor¬ 
folk,  V*.,  in  1978;  and  there  were  22,872 
in  Atlanta  last  year.  0  , 

Unless  people  simply  have  grown 
tired  of  dealing  with  the  problems  of 
going  to  a  convention,  this  year’s  con¬ 
vention  in  Houston  may  be  the  biggest 
of  all.  The  signs  are  not  promising, 
however.  We  have  become  ae  big  that 
many  people  joat  don’t  wait  to  put  up 
with  the  trouble  that  comes  with  con¬ 
vention  attendance.  .  u>L 
This  year  one  of  the  major  problems , 
that  began  with  the  convention  in  Dal¬ 
las,  will  not  be  present.  The  Dallas 
convention  was  the  first  one  to  use 
image  magnification  procedures  so 
that  messef^ers  could  see  what  was 
gou^  on.  The  attendances  have  been 
so  large  that  the  only  places  large 
fwmgh  to  take  care  of  the  crowds  have 
been  enormous  flat-floor  exhibition 
halls  made  more  for  boat  shows  and 
automobile  exhibits  than  for  conven¬ 
tions.  With  18,000  people  seated  in  one 
of  these  halls,  those  in  the  back  simply 
were  out  of  touch  with  the  procedings. 
In  Dallas  the  Radio  and  Television 
Commission  came  up  with  an  improvi¬ 
sation  that  everyone  hoped  would 
solve  the  problem.  The  commission 
rolled  a  big  control  truck  onto  the  floor , 
put  the  stage  in  front  of  it,  put  televi- 


Faces  And  Places 

By  Anne  Washburn  McWilliams 

A  Man  Of  Integrity 


Mississippians'  May 

Attend  The  SBC  At  Home 


of  the  meat  inheres  ti  ng 
erasjn  the  memory  of  meglhf  ua  if  Mb 
of  alTtimtf  Thavfe'known  Jimmy  Allen 
for  many  years,  and  I  have  counted 
him  as  a  friend.  I  have  listened  to  his 
counsel  when  I  had  decisions  to  make, 
and  I  have  watched  him  with  interest 
as  he  has  filled  his  role  in  denomina¬ 
tional  life.  He  has  always  been  an  in¬ 
novative  activist.  He  has  always  found 
ways  to  get  the  job  done. 

The  pastorate  of  First  Baptist 


Guest  Opinion  .  .  . 

Doctor’s  Missions  Interest  Is  Contagious 


Letters  To  The  Editor 


Qualifications 

Editor: 

In  recent  weeks  there  has  been  much 
said  and  written  about  the 
qualifications  of  persons  who  are 
potential  nominees  for  president  of  the 
Southern  Baptist  Convention.  I  would 
like  to  offer  one  myself. 

What  is  the  giving  record  through 
the  Cooperative  Program  of  the 
church  in  which  the  nominee  holds 
membership?  I  believe  this  is  a  most 
vital  question!  In  the  answer  to  this 
question  we  will  find  indications  of  the 
nominee's  submission  to  the  “Great 


He  is  a  man  who  wears  many  spiritual  a  registered  nurse,  recently  testified 
hats.  that  it  was  Dr.  Walley’s  missionary 

The  supreme  thrust  of  this  man  of  message  that  first  opened  her  eyes  to 
medicine  lies  in  toe  first  of  foreign  the  needs  of  the  world.  He  delights  in 
missions.  Already  this  interest  has  counseling  with  young  people  who  feel 
perceptibly  demonstrated  itself  in  disposed  to  the  missionary  task.  If  he 
three  periods  of  service,  one  in  could  live  his  life  over  again,  he  often 

_  _  Bangladesh,  one  in  Spain,  and  the  says,  he  would  give  his  life  to  medical 

Dr.  Walley  is  perhaps  the  most  faithful  other  in  Thailand.  And  he  always  takes  missions,  probably  to  the  country  of 
member  of  the  First  Baptist  Church  of  the  leadership  in  giving  to  missions  Bangladesh. 

Waynesboro.  Not  only  does  he  attend  through  his  local  church. 

the  morning  services,  but  he  also  The  enthusiasm  of  Dr.  Walley  for  When  this  pastor  hears  people  give 
teaches  a  Sunday  School  class,  never  missions  has  been  contagious  among  the  excuse  of  not  having  time  to  come 
misses  Church  Training,  and  is  as  the  youth  at  First  Baptist.  One  young  to  church,  his  thoughts  hastily  tum  to 
faithful  as  the  pews  on  Sunday  night,  lady,  a  foreign  mission’s  volunteer  and  Dr.  W.  W.  Walley. 

- - - -  Book  Reviews 

paring  to  visit  mission  fields,  but  the  FATHERS  ARE  SPECIAL  by  WU- 
PASSPORT  TO  MISSIONS,  by  W.  knowledge  toat  is  presented  would  be  U*®  Hall  Preston  (Broadman,  $2.95, 
Guy  Henderson ;  Broadman  Press,  helpful  for  anyone  who  is  interested  in  98  pp.  >  Here  is  a  collection  of  thoughts 
Nashville,  Temi.;  189  pages;  paper,  missions.  on  the  responsibilities  and  joys  of 

I4f$  ,  *  ,  The  12  personal  reflections  from  the  fatherhood.  It  includes  poems,  essays, 

After  20  years  as  a  missionary  in  author’s  days  as  a  missionary  which  meditations,  humorous  stories,  let- 
Korea  and  the  Philippines  the  author  is  come  at  the  beginhing  of  each  chapter  ters,  and  quotations.  The  book,  a  com- 
now  on  the  staff  of  the  Department  of  make  the  book  worth  having.  The  panion  volume  to  MOTHERS  ARE 
Stewardship  and  Cooperative  Prog-  foreword  is  by  Owen  Cooper;  and  the  SPECIAL  by  toe  Drakefords,  is  in  its 
ram  Promotion  for  the  Mississippi  author’s  preface  is  very  helpful,  as  are  fourth  printing.  Though  contributions 
Baptist  Convention  Board.  He  had  the  two  appendixes  at  the  end  of  the  bom  other  writers  are  included,  Wil- 
served  in  this  department  earlier  as  a  book.  liam  Hall  Preston  wrote  most  of  these 

missionary  in  residence  while  on  fur-  Passport  to  Missions  deals  with  the  items  about  fathers  himself.  The  final 
lough,  so  he  is  familiar  with  missions  Bible  basis,  originations,  what  is  going  chapter  is  about  toe  lofty  ideals  of  his 
work  both  from  the  standpoint  of  ser-  on,  what  nationals  think,  what  is  mis-  own  father,  a  Canadian  by  birth  who 
vice  on  toe  field  and  its  financial  sup-  sionary  work  and  when  it  is  good,  the  became  a  naturalized  American  ati- 
port.  While  his  overseas  missions  ser-  place  of  the  national  in  the  evangel^.  zen,  and  who  served  as  a  medical  mis- 
vice  was  cut  short  by  the  illness  of  a  tion  of  his  own  country,  methods,  prob-  sionary  in  Cuba  before  toe  Spanish- 

child,  his  service  continues  in  the  leras,  support,  and  the  role  of  women  American  War.  Preston  lives  in 

States  as  he  is  involved  in  building  the  This  is  a  delightful  book  that  will  im  Nashville,  where  before  his  retire- 
base  of  support.  crease  appreciation  for  missions  work  ment  in  1964  he  was  staff  associate 

This  is  an  easy-to-read  book  that  will  and  missionaries,  give  valuable  in-  u~_ 

help  bring  understanding  of  missions  formation  that  will  aid  in  support  of  of  the  Bap! 

endeavors  to  anyone  who  is  interested  missions,  and  provide  insight  on  pre-  37V4  years, 

in  increasing  his  knowledge.  Its  main  paring  to  visit  any  mission  fievt .-  his  son, 

purpose  is  to  help  those  who  are  pre-  DTM  gynecologi 


By  Jimmy  Hodges,  Pastor  reached  emergency  proportions  Be- 

Ftrst,  Wayeesbor*  cause  of  his  professional  and  Christian 

Midway  the’  message  on  Sunday  reputation  in  the  area,  his  times  of  re- 
morning,  the  telephone  inthe  vestibule  spite  from  his  duties  are  few  and  far 
rings.  An  usher  walks  quietly  down  to  a  between, 
certain  aisle  and  whispers  something 
into  the  ear  of  a  regular  worshipper 
The  person  alerted  stands  to  his  feet 
and  quickly  disappears  through  the 
closest  door 

This  conscientious  Christum  is  Dr. 

W.W.  Walley.andheisburfykigtothe 
hospital  to  a  patient  whose  need  has 


Commission”  of  our  Lord,  the 
missionary  concern  and  compassion, 
and  the  spirit  and  attitude  of 
cooperativeness. 

The  president  of  so  diverse  a  group 
as  Southern  Baptists  must  be 
exemplary  in  the  one  thing  that 
brought  us  together  and  keeps  us 
together  in  spite  of  our  differences: 
our  commitment  to  missions. 

I  hope  anyone  making  a  nomination 
will  provide  this  information. 

A.  R.  Fagan 

Executive  Director-Treasurer 

SBC  Stewardship  Commission 


royalties  for  the  book  go  to  a  student  pastor’s  guide  to  getting  started  in  a 
loan  fund  that  memorialies  Preston’s  church .  In  ten  brief  chapters  the  author 
Irish  mother.  The  book  is  ideal  as  a  gift  takes  you  from  an  understanding  of 
book  for  fathers,  young  and  old,  on  who  you  are,  through  the  “ins  and  outs 
Father’s  Day,  June  17.  During  May  it  of  a  pastorate”  and  practical  sugges- 
is  on  sale  at  Baptist  Book  Stores  at  25%  tions  for  a  good  beginninc  tn  “mrnnir 
discount,  or  $2.96.  s - 

PREACHER  TALK  by  Herschei  H. 

Hobbs  (Broadman,  188  pp.,  paper, 

$3.95)  Southern  Baptists'  “dean  of 
preachers,”  speaks  out  his  long  ex¬ 
perience,  and  from  his  heart,  to  the 
preachers  of  today.  Here  are  plain, 
practical,  and  rich  discussions  of  the 
pastoral  call,  preparation,  finding  toe 
field,  ministry,  study,  methods,  etc. 

Only  a  man  of  long  experience  could 

-  .  write  in  this  manner,  and  every  young 

War.  Preston  lives  in  “theolog”  (and  older  ones  too),  will 

find  invaluable  help  in  these  pages. 

l^th'the  Baptist  Student  Department  '  -  .  '  - - 

itist  Sunday  School  Board  for  Grabbs  (Convention  Press,  paper,  48  learning  to  accept  criticism 
One  of  his  three  children,  pages)  This  book  by  Bruce  Grubbs,  a  friends  and  family,  respecting  a 
William  Hall,  Jr„  is  a  consultant  in  pastoral  ministries  for  even  when  they  are  wrong  <*" 

1st  at  Booneville,  Miss.  All  the  Sunday  School  Board,  S.B.C.  is  a  niang  a  possible  life  partner 


well  to  read  it.  —  Clifton  Perkins 

HOW  TO  BE  HAPPY  THOUGH 

tag  H.  Revell,  222  pp.-  paper,  ppy 
The  author  offers  help  to  young  nemla 
ta  acquiring  healthy  attitudes  toSd 
dating,  sex  parents,  peer  groups,  and 
marriage.  She  honestly  and  onmdv 

_ I  you  ve  been  dat 

THE  FIRST  TWO  YEARS  by  Brace  ing  without  losing  their  frieodxhin 
rakht  iPimuHi.  Pmm  mmt  it  learning  tn  JUAI.1 _ .  *** 

pages)  This  book  by  Bruce  Grubbs,  a  friends  and f amdy.VeapectiraMrwi  t* 


May  11. 1171 


Just  For  The  Record 


Church'  Simpson  County,  IS  Ike  Stiion  of  Greenfield  Church,  Homecoming  will  be  at  New  Hope, 
™  *ou*b  of  Florence,  will  observe  Green  vifle,  honored  with  a  Hawaiian  Lafayette  Coutty,  on  June  1  Duail 

l.  luau  Friday,  May  11.  Those  honored  Corbitt,  pastor  of  Pleasant  Ridge 

Church,  Dumas,  will  preach  at  the  11 
o’clock  service.  Following  dinner  an 
the  ground  there  will  be  singing  and 
other  activities.  The  pastor  is  Robert 
The  fellowship  hall  was  decorated  in  Smith, 
the  Hawaiian  Islands  atmosphere  with  IV  voath  of  Hebron  Church  at  Sar- 

iter^ofthe^.mdi^.yari.  dtt  re^  hSJTbSTSl?^ 

ous  hand  crafted  souvenirs  were  con-  to  a  boy,  and 

»^!eduby  Mf8  .B.^,°nJaCk?D  ««■  ■SKS  team,  bUJbig  aU^Ife- 
Robert  Haney  is  associated  pastor,  njw for ^ Dettoris 
and  director  of  music  and  youth.  co&teSlSS? 


Homecoming  Day  on  Sunday,  June  S.  luau  Friday,  May  11.  Those  honored 
m  f^ator’  GeorSe  L.  Lewis,  will  de-  were  Julie  Smith,  Cindy  Bishop, 
“',*r  the  morning  message.  Dinner  on  Caroline  Majure,  Carole  Hackett, 
®e  grounds  and  an  afternoon  of  sing-  Susie  Bufkin,  TlUie  Davis,  and  Lisa 
Ing  will  be  featured.  Hoffman. 

Ph»e  Grove  (Tippah)  will  celebrate 
homecoming  Sunday,  June  3.  Morning 
worship  service  will  begin  at  11  and 
dinner  will  be  served  on  the  ground 
aterwards.  After  lunch  there  will  be 
singing.  The  Crawford  Brothers  will 
be  guest  singers.  Randy  Bostick  is  pas- 


_ _ _  rim?.  •Morum  Laavoil,  president  of  Now  Orleans  Seminary,  are  recipients  of  Doctor  of  Ministry  degrees,  left  to  right: 

' n"U*ndian-  ot  McAdams  Church;  Tommy  Tutor,  from  Pontotoc,  pastor  of  First,  Holly  Springs;  David 

TTuW  ■  p*rtor  °*  Fir*  Church,  Sulllgent  Ala;  James  Scirratt,  from  Dallas.  Tax.,  pastor  of  Woodland  Hills, 

Cuncan.  from  Collins,  pastor  of  First.  Long  Beach;  Joe  Mclntlre  from  Booneville.  pastor  of  Thrasher  Church 
k  ,  ,rom  *P<>Pka.  Fla,  pastor  of  Hickory  Church;  Byron  Malone  from  Columbus,  pastor  of  Daniel 

Memonw  tmureh.  Jackson.  Dudley  Denton  Sumrali  of  Meridian,  not  pictured,  of  Meridian,  pastor  of  Madeira  Drive  Church, 
grange  ark.  Fla.,  also  received  the  Doctor  of  Ministry  degree.  (NOBTS  photo  by  Jimmy  McFatter) 


Plymouth  Church  of  Columbus  will  Philadelphia  Church,  Lincoln 
have  homecoming  services  June  10.  County ,  will  have  homecoming  June  3. 
Sunday  School  will  begin  at  9:45,  and  John  Smith,  missionary  to  In- 
morning  worship  service  at  11,  with  donesia,  home  on  furlough,  will  be  the 
former  pastor  Bill  Fields  bringing  the  speaker.  David  Ford,  gospiel  and  con- 
message.  cert  singer,  Minister  of  Music  at  First 

There  will  be  an  old-fashioned  din-  Church,  Nashville,  Term.,  will  bring 
ner  on  the  ground.  Afternoon  service  the  message  in  song, 
at  1:30  will  present  several  different  Philadelphia  is  14  miles  west  of 
groups  of  singers,  highlighted  by  the  Brookhaven  oh  highway  550. 
Caledonian’s  Quartet.  James  Hutch-  Lunch  will  be  served, 
erson  is  pastor;  Grover  Fairchild  is  There  will  be  no  afternoon  or  even¬ 
song  director.  ing  service. 


25th  Anniversary 
At  McDowell  Road 


The  25th  anniversary  celebration  of 
McDowell  Road  Church,  Jackson,  will 
be  held  June  10.  Jimmy  Yarbrough, 
former  pastor,  will  be  guest  speaker. 
Dinner  on  the  grounds  will  follow  the  10 
a.m.  service.  John  Hilbun  is  pastor. 


te  Get  Degrees 
Orleans  Exercises 


FURNITURE  A  EQUIPMENT 
Chancel  •  Pews  •  Classroom 
Educational  •  Recreational 
Pews  Upholstered  or  Cushioned 
HERLYN  SUPPLY  COMPANY 
924-1717  Bos  M0  Cljntqp,  MS. 


NEW  ORLEANS  —  Thirty  Missis¬ 
sippi  students  were  among  the  200 per¬ 
sons  who  participated  in  the  annual 
Spring  graduation  exercises  at  the 
New  Orleans  Baptist  Theological 
Seminary  May  12. 

Those  receiving  degrees  included: 
Doctor  of  Ministry:  David  Wayne 
Spencer,  from  Senatobia;  Joseph  An¬ 
derson,  from  Meridian;  Billy  K  el  ton 
Duncan,  from  Collins;  Byron  R. 
Malone,  from  Columbus;  Joseph 
Mclntire,  from  Booneville;  Thomas 
Tutor,  a  native  of  Pontotoc;  and  Dud¬ 
ley  D.  Sumrali,  from  Meridian. 

Master  of  Divinity:  Robert  B. 
Barnes  Jr.,  from  Poplarville;  B. 
Lindsey  Blachledge,  from  Laurel;  C. 
Lee  Castle,  from  Louisville;  Robert  R. 
Catrett,  from  Pascagoula;  Cleveland 
R.  Dawsey  Jr.,  from  Picayune;  Terry 
A.  Wilkerson,  from  Philadelphia; 


are:  James  Scirratt,  Dallas,  Tex.,  pas¬ 
tor  of  Woodland  Hills  Church, 
Jackson,  Doctor  of  Ministry;  Stephen 
Rodney  Arp,  McCaysville,  Ga.,  pas¬ 
tor,  First  Church,  Moss,  Master  of  Di¬ 
vinity;  David  L.  Sellers,  Apopka,  Fla., 
pastor  of  Hickory  Church,  Doctor  of 
Ministry;  Richard  G.  Kennedy, 
Montgomery,  Ala.,  pastor  of  Walnut 
Grove  Church  at  Walnut  Grove,  Mas¬ 
ter  of  Divinity;  Robert  F.  Williams, 
Jr.,  Eufaula,  Ala.,  pastor  of  Improve 
Church,  Columbia,  Master  of  Divini¬ 
ty;  David  C.  Laird.  Jr.,  El  Dorado. 
Ark.,  associate  pastor  and  youth 
minister,  South  McComb  Church, 
Master  of  Divinity;  Glynn  Earl 
Adams.  Tallulah,  La.,  pastor  of  Avera 
Church,  Richton,  Master  of  Religious 
Diploma  in  Church  Music  Ministry:  Education. 

James  P.  Little,  from  Pascagoula.  — - - 

Other  graduates,  serving  in  Missis-  A  liar  is  not  believed  even  though  he 
sippi  now,  but  not  natives  of  the  state,  tell  the  truth.  —  Cicero 


Edwin  R.  Williams,  from  McComb; 
Ronnie  D.  Langston,  from  McComb; 
Robert  P.  McLellan,  from  Durant; 
Thomas  G.  Middleton,  from  Colum¬ 
bus;  Freddie  W.  Womble,  from  Mon- 
ticello;  Phil  Walker,  from  Indepen¬ 
dence,  and  Kenneth  Michel,  from 
Brookhaven. 

Master  of  Religious  Education: 
David  B.  Ingram,  from  Greenville; 
Don  Lum,  from  Jackson;  and  Bobby 
Ray  Davis,  a  native  of  Meadville. 

Master  of  Church  Music ;  Charles  D. 
Wallace,  from  Jackson. 

Diploma  in  Pastoral  Ministry: 
Danny  Lamar  Chaney,  from  Little 
Rock;  and  Curtis  M.  Dyer,  from  Col¬ 
linsville. 


Group*  —  Raaarva  now  for 

Th#  Great  Passion  Play 


*  Tickets.  lodging,  moot*,  a  recr**tion 
'just  $10  an.  (campon),  or  $14  (in  Dorm*)  at 

'KELLER'S  COUNTRY  DORM  RESORT 
ML  1  —  Eureka  Springs,  Ark.  72*12 
ManStM:  M1/2SS-*41I 


PEW  CUSHIONS 
Quality,  Comfort  and  beauty. 
We  bdieve  we  can 
save  your  church  money. 

3  weeks  delivery  on  fabric  in  stock 
For  free  estimate  contact; 

Eugene  Hughes 

Route  2,  Box  159A 
Gurdon,  Ark.  71743 
Ph.  (501)  353-6556 


Baptist  Student  Union  Executive  Council  members  at  Mississippi  State  University 
for  1979-80  and  their  hometowns  are  (front  row):  Susan  Mynatt,  vespers-noonday 
director.  Charlotte,  NC;  Peggy  Smith,  social  director,  Bay  St.  Louis;  Dolores  Holli¬ 
man,  music  coordinator,  Caledonia;  Karen  Burks,  vice  president,  Columbus;  Kathy 
Pennington,  recreation  director,  Hernando;  (second  row,  kneeling)  Andrew  Fitts, 
international  student  ministry  director,  Memphis,  Tenn.;  Bill  Branch,  president,  Ken¬ 
ner,  La.;  Don  Gann,  campus  outreach  director,  Vicksburg;  Joe  Hendrix,  publicity 
director,  Yazoo  City;  (back  row,  standing)  Brant  Ginn,  student  center  director. 
Corinth;  Becky  Ratliff,  missions  director,  Jackson;  June  Scoggins,  associate  BSU 
director;  Ann  Southerland,  secretary,  Columbus;  Joey  Brent,  community  outreach 
director,  Bogus  Chitto;  and  Ircel  Harrison,  campus  minister.  Not  pictured:  Don 
Fitzgerald,  faculty  advisor,  and  Doug  Day,  pastor  advisor. 


Names  In  The  News 


Mary  Lynn  Wade,  daughter  of  Mr. 

and  Mrs.  A.  B. 
K^fl^H^Wade  of  Ellisville 
j§jjpiKi3|®and  a  member  of 
H  v^Bthe  Fairfield 
igpUA.  Church  will  serve 

a  counselor  at 

WS®  s u m nH’ r  Sh,‘  ,s  a 

student  at  Jones 

>untv  Junior  (o 


Van  and  Sarah  Williams,  mis-  John  M.  Flowers,  Jr.  of  Terry  has 
sionaries  to  India,  left  Bangalore  May  been  awarded  the  Master  of  Divinity 
23,  to  come  to  the  States  on  furlough,  degree  by  Southeastern  Theological 
Their  trip  home  was  by  way  of  Singa-  Seminary,  Wake  Forest,  N.  C.  Flowers 
pore,  Hong  Kpng,  and  Hawaii.  Her  pa-  was  among  240  students  receiving  dip- 
rents,  Dr.  and  Mrs.  R.  C.  McGlamery,  ldmas. 
joined  them  in  Hawaii  for  five  days.  .  ,  * 

Hardy  Denham  celebrated  his  11th 
phis  on  the  evening  of  June  7  and  wdl  annivJ  on  May  6  as  pastor  of 

go  to  Pontotoc  for  areumon  with  Vans  /  Newton.  The  church 

family.  They  will  be  travellinga  good  blished  a  ial  edition  of  the 

S^/nUmDTrand  VSL  bulleti"'  “The  MeSSen«er'” 

McGlamery,  5705  Dunwoody  St.,  Wlth  iL^m^dil^na^^e  vwi*" 

~ Twm  so1-767- 

Center,  the  renovation  of  the 
Billy  and  Sandra  Montgomery,  mis-  sanctuary,  the,  pas  tor  preaching  the 
sionaries  to  Ghana,  have  completed  convention  sermon  during  the  Missis- 
furlough  and  returned  to  the  field  (ad-  sippi  Baptist  Convention  in  1975,  and 
dress;  P.  O.  Box  34,  Education  Ridge,  the  pastor  being  presented  the  Valley 
Tamale,  Ghana).  Before  they  were  Forge  Freedom  Foundation  Award  in 
appointed  in  1975,  he  was  minister  of  1975 
youth  and  education  at  First  Church, 

Pascagoula.  Gary  and  Evelyn  Hartbcock,  mis- 

sionary  associates  to  the  Leeward  Is- 
I  lands,  have  arrived  in  the  States  for 
V  'ISSB  I  furlough  (address:  203  Dixie  Trail, 

Jggj  I  Raleigh,  N.  C.  27602).  He  is  from 
*  I  Clarksdale,  Miss.  She  is  the  former 

ti«t  I  Evelyn  White  of  Colerain,  N.  C. 


SUMMER 

Un^VfMFk  fcillJ 

'SINGLES 

j  yiouwin 

RENEWAL 


lege  and  is  active  in 


GULFSHORE 


Annette  Hitt 
A  conference  leader 


J.  D.  aad  Ethel  Batson,  missionaries 
to  Brazil  since  1973,  have  resigned 
from  missionary  service.  They  were 
involved  in  music  promotion  work. 
Both  are  natives  of  Mississippi.  He  is 
from  Wiggins,  and  she  is  the  former 
Ethel  Thatcher  of  Fruitland  Park. 
They  may  be  addressed  at  Rt.  2,  Box 
37,  Wiggins,  Miss.  39577. 


July  6-8 
(Supper  Friday 
thru  Lunch  Sunday) 


A  SINGLE  AWARE 


'Fellowship 
'Interest  Conferences 
'Inspiration 
•Bible  Study 

—  IT  WILL  BE  DIFFERENT 


GROUNDBREAKING  ceremonies  were  held  recently  at  North  Winona  Church, 
Montgomery  Association,  for  the  construction  ot  a  new  colonial  type  sanctuary,  to  be 
built  by  Mark  K  Corporation,  North  Little  Rock,  Ark.  Pictured  are  Building  Committee 
'ytembers  Tommy  McDaniel.  Lloyd  Brister,  Benny  Braswell,  Barney  Upchurch,  John 
Basinger,  John  Kendrick,  Lawrence  Braswell,  Troy  Mitchell,  and  the  pastor  Eugene 
Barnett.  Serving  on  the  committee  but  not  pictured  are  Pete  Kirk  and  David  Collins. 
The  sanctuary  is  expected  to  be  complete  by  February,  1980. 


.  .  .All  singles/singles  again  in¬ 
terested  in  getting  more  out  of 
life. 

.  .  .Workers  with  single  adults  andj 
those  who  want  to  know  more] 
about  this  important  ministry. 
COST  for  2  nights,  6  meals:  $35,  2 
per  room;  $31, 3-4  per  room;  $27, 5-8; 
per  room.  Send  $15  deposit  toj 
Gulf  shore  Baptist  Assembly,  Hen-1 
iderson  Point,  Pass  Christian,  MS 
39571 

Sponsored  by 
CHRISTIAN  ACTION  • 
COMMISSION 


D.  W.  Green  received  his  Doctor  of 
Ministry  degree  from  the  Luther  Rice 
Seminary  in  graduation  exercises 
May  11,  in  Jackson- 
JM pHQBk  ’%  ville,  Fla.  Green  is 

Ws  Pa*t°r  of  the  Ed- 

JB.  wards  Church  at 

Edwards,  where  he 
J  has  been  pastor  for 
■  Msix  years.  He  is  a 
graduate  of  William 
Carey  College 

Green  Seminary. 

Buster  Wilson,  native  of  the  Miss  Young,  the  daughter  of  Mr.  and 
J ackson-Riehland  area,  has  returned 
to  his  home  town  to  begin  work  in  full- 

Bl  time  evangelism.  Baylor  Alumni 
l  For  the  past  ten 

l  months  he  has  been  TY7:il  U  A 

I  executive  producer  111  Aldve  A 

I  for  the  radio  prog-  t-v  n 

|  ram,  MasterCon-  Dessert  Party 
,  trol,  of  the  Baptist 

j  Radio  and  TV  Baylor  alumni  will  have  a  dessert 
>  Commission  in  Fort  party  at  the  South  Main  Baptist 
Worth.  In  1973-74  he  Church,  Houston,  Tex.  on  June  12,  at  10 
Wilson  was  evangelist  for  pro. 

the  “Reality”  team  of  Richland  South  Main  Church  is  located  at  4100 
Church.  He  has  been  pastor  of  two  Main.  Take  the  Richmond  exit  off  the 
children’s  churches,  each  with  over  Southwest  Freeway. 

100  children,  and  has  been  associate  - - - 

pastor  and  pastor  of  churches  in  Col-  No  one  can  be  so  welcome  a  guest 
umbus,  New  Albany,  and  Maben.  At  that  he  will  not  annoy  his  host  after 
present  he  is  staff  evangelist  at  Rich-  three  days.  —  Plautus 
land  Church,  Jackson,  and  president 

of  Buster  Wilson  Evangelism.  He  has  dfe ft  jfifc 


Mrs.  A.  S.  Young,  is  a  native  of 
Corinth,  Miss.  She  is  a  graduate  of 
Blue  Mountain  College  and  South¬ 
western  Seminary.  She  was  a  summer 
missionary  to  California  with  the 
Home  Mission  Board  in  1971,  and  youth 
director  to  East  Corinth  Church  during 
the  summer  of  1972. 


j  Mississippi  Baptist  Convention 


I  “thay - Pater 

and  John”  (Acti$) 
$  Girl’i  nickname 
7  “I - know  your 


Medicare  Supplement 

(Policy  Form  MC-78) 

Helps  pay  what  Medicare  doesn’t  pay 

Benefits  start  from  first  day  —  Guaranteed  renewable 
Pays  in  addition  to  Medicare  or  any  insurance  you  may  have 


Benefits  For: 


Hospital  entrance  fees  Blood  transfusions 
Doctors  fees  .  Ambulance 

Private  roon\expense  Nursing  Home 
Registered  iturse _ Extended  stay 


$4  Folio:  abbr. 

K  ”1  preached  the  - 
onto  yoo”  (Gal. «) 
X  Small  troll  or  barry 


For  full  information  fill  out  coupon  and  mail  to: 

>  . 

United  Health  Insurance  Agency 
P.  O.  Box  6538 
Jackson,  MS  39212 

Name - - : - -  j 


preached  100  revivals  since  1973  in 
which  there  have  been  900  decisions. 
Wilson  is  available  to  speak,  or  preach 
in  revival  campaigns  (address  Buster 
Wilson  Evangelism,  Box  22622, 
Jackson  MS  39205;  phone  601-939- 
1250). 

Mrs.  John  S.  Oliver,  missionary  to 
Brazil,  has  arrived  in  the  States  for 
furlough  (address:  c/o  Mary  Dill. 
Greenwood  Springs,  Miss.  33848).  The 
former  Virginia  Winters,  she  was  born 
in  Leslie,  Ark.,  and  also  lived  in 
Alabama  and  Mississippi  while  grow¬ 
ing  dp. 


PIANO  SERVICE:  Tuning,  repair¬ 
ing,  regulating  adjusting.  Robert 


■a  man”  (TIL  I) 
aukimataty:  abbt 


FOR  SALE:  Like  new  —  Colonial 
design  pulpit  furniture  and  pews. 
Cushioned  seating  for  $450.  Pulpit,  2 
sedilias,  2  flower  stands.  Make 
offer.  Must  sell  immediately. 
Colonial  Heights  Baptist  Church, 
Jackson,  MS.  Call  956-5000. 


City _ _ _ State - 

Phone  - T - Zi 

Underwritten  by  Old  Southern  Life  Insurance 


Montgomery,  Ala. 


i  $ 

■ 

* 
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Howard  Spell  Will  Speak 
At  Ebenezer  Centennial 


Air* 

wsfrrM 

v>  « 

\ .  JR 

h  .if 

Ebenezer  Church,  Holmes  County, 
will  celebrate  its  centennial  Sunday, 
June  10.  Howard  Spell,  Clinton,  former 
dean  at  Mississippi  College,  now  re¬ 
tired,  will  be  guest  speaker  at  the  11 
a.m.  service.  Dinner  will  be  served  on 
the  grounds. 

The  church’s  history  will  be  read 


and  former  pastors  will  be  recognized 
during  the  afternoon  service.  Sunday 
School  begins  at  10  a.m. 

A  revival  will  precede  the  special 
Sunday  of  celebration.  It  will  be  June 
M,  each  night  at  7:30.  with  Fred 
Fowler,  pastor  of  Southside  Church, 
Jackson,  evangelist 
Billy  Rowzee  is  the  pastor;  Billy 
Mcl-eli*"  is  the  music  director. 

Ebenezer  Church  was  organized  at 
Ebenezer  in  1079  with  Matt  Lyon  as¬ 
sisting  in  its  organization. 

The  church  grounds  consist  of  two 
acres  given  to  the  church  by  PA. 
Parker.  Sr.,  and  Dr.  W.  B.  Burwell 
Much  of  the  interior  trim  was  done 
with  a  scroll  saw  by  W.  H.  Falconer 
and  his  12-year-old  son  Tommy. 

One  of  the  first  pastors  of  the  church 
was  T.  J.  Bailey  who  was  later  head  of 
the  Anti-Saloon  League  of  Mississippi 
and  editor  of  the  Baptist  Record. 
Bailey,  who  preached  at  the  church  for 
13  years,  resigned  as  pastor  in  1893. 


-Devotional- 


Arizona  mission  participants  will  include  left  to  right,  back  row:  Ralph  Sorey,  Coy 
Turnafle.  David  Frazier,  Randy  Easterling.  Franklin  Hughes.  George  Magee.  Tim 
Myers,  Ray  Henry,  Larue  Magee,  and  Charles  Hutchins.  Front  row,  Tim  Sorey,  Otto 
Polk  L  B  Atchison.  Sammy  Myers,  Gary  Pinkley,  and  Billy  Greene.  Thoee  going  on 
Arizona  Mission,  but  not  pictured.  Mrs.  L.  B.  Atchison.  Kimberleigh  Paige  Atchison, 
Mrs.  David  Frazier.  Mrs.  Gary  Pinkley.  Charlotte  Pinkley,  Janice  Pinkley,  Mrs.  Ray 
Henry  Mrs.  Ellouise  Magee,  Mrs.  George  Magee.  J.  H.  Harris,  Mrs.  J.  H.  Harris,  Mrs. 
Sammy  Myers,  Donna  Myers,  Mrs.  Best  Ann  Greene,  and  Mrs.  Ralph  Sorey. 

Jeff  Davis  Men  Will  Rebuild 
Indian  Church  In  Arizona 


The  Jefferson  Davis  Association, 
under  direction  of  the  associational 
Brotherhood  organization,  will  spon¬ 
sor  a  group  of  31  people  to  be  involved 
in  a  mission  project  in  Laveen, 
Arizona  during  the  week  of  May  31  - 
June  9. 

The  group  will  speak  in  several 
churches  on  June  3.  They  will  aid  in 
construction  of  an  Indian  church  dur¬ 
ing  the  week.  Several  will  participate 
in  training  conferences  for  Sunday 
School  and  Church  Training. 

They  will  assist  in  the  reconstruction 
of  an  Indian  church  that  burned,  and 
attempt  to  rebuild  it  with  only  $4 ,000  on 


hand. 

The  churches  of  Jeff  Davis  Associa¬ 
tion  have  made  contributions  which 
will  be  used  for  additional  materials 
for  construction.  Those  going  on  the 
trip  represent  seven  churches  of  the 
association:  Society  Hill,  Oak  Grove, 
Phalti,  Carson,  Old  .Hebron, 
Whitesand,  Prentiss.  (Mr.  and  Mrs.  J. 
H.  Harris  represent  Salem  church  in 
Covington  Association). 

The  entire  project  is  under  direction 
df  the  associational  Brotherhood. 
Franklin  Hughes  is  associational 
Brotherhood  director.  L.  B.  Atchison  is 
director  of  missions. 


Church-Related  Colleges 
Plan  National  Congress 


J.  B.  Bette  and  Family 


Parkhill  Celebration  Will 
Feature  The  Betts  Family 


Parkhill  Church,  Jackson,  will 
celebrate  its  23rd  Anniversary  on  June 
10.  Featured  at  this  year’s  homecom¬ 
ing  will  be  the  J.  B.  Betts  Family  from 
Brookhaven  They  will  share  in  the 
morning  worship  service  which  begins 
at  11  and  also  in  the  2  p.m.  service. 

J.  B  Betts  has  been  in  music 
evangelism  for  over  12  years,  and 


travels  over  much  of  the  nation  lead¬ 
ing  the  music  in  church  revivals.  His 
family  will  join  him  for  this  program  of 
gospel  music. 

A  covered-dish  dinner  will  be  served 
in  the  fellowship  hall  after  the  morning 
service,  according  to  Joe  H.  Stovall, 
Jr.,  pastor. 


SOUTH  BEND,  Ind.  (BP)  — '  A 
major  two-year  effort  to  review,  reaf¬ 
firm  and  renew  the  role  of  church- 
related  colleges  and  universities  in 
American  life  will  be  kicked  off  at  the 
University  of  Notre  Dame  in  June. 

More  than  1,500  educational  and 
church  leaders  from  over  700  colleges 
will  convene  at  Notre  Dame  June  21-23 
for  the  National  Congress  on  Church- 
Related  Colleges  and  Universities. 

It  will  be  the  largest,  most  represen¬ 
tative  meeting  of  church-related  col¬ 
lege  and  university  administrators  yet 
held,  according  to  congress  planners. 
More  than  100-million  church  mem¬ 
bers  are  included  in  the  sponsoring 
bodies. 

Theodore  Hesburgh,  president  of  the 
University  of  Notre  Dame,  is  chair¬ 


man  of  the  national  committee  spon¬ 
soring  the  congress,  and  Ben  C. 
Fisher,  retired  executive  director  of 
the  Southern  Baptist  Education  Com¬ 
mission,  is  chairman  of  the  program 
committee. 

Major  study  commissions  are  now 
preparing  special  working  papers  on 
various  issues  facing  the  churches  and 
the  colleges  including  echicational 
purpose,  societal  needs,  governance, 
finance  and  other  phases  of  college 
and  university  life. 

The  papers,  plus  speeches  and  other 
data  presented  at  the  June  21-23  con¬ 
gress,  will  be  studied  by  follow-up 
committee  for  several  months.  Then, 
on  February  1-2,  1980,  a  concluding 
session  will  be  held  in  Washington,  D. 
C. 


Opportunity  To  Share 
This  Summer 


By  BUI  Rittenhouse,  Pastor,  First,  Tupelo 
Perhaps  this  will  be  the  summer  you  will  have  the  opportunity  to  be  ■  wito«* 
for  Christ  in  a  very  special  way.  He  gives  blessings  in  special  ways  if  we  s  y 

available  to  His  leadership.  .  „  _ ♦„ m«kii 

- In  the  summer  of  1980,  my  family  and  I  travdadto  Topwta, 

Kansas,  to  visit  for  two  days  with  my  wife’s  brother  *nd  ms 
wife.  It  was  a  fast  trip  between  Sundays. 

On  the  super  highway  between  Kansas  City  and  Tope** 
were  trying  to  make  up  some  lost  time  because  the 
iread  “70  m.p.h.”  Coming  towards  us,  on  the  other  ride  «  me 
turnpike,  was  a  station  wagon  with  luggage  on  top- 

suitcases  was  exposed  and  we  noticed  that  it  could  break  loose 

at  any  moment.  Sure  enough  it  did.  I  stopped  my  car  andran 

_ _ back  to  pick  up  the  lost  suitcase.  The  owner  was  not  aware  that 

Rittenhouse  he  had  lost  the  suil  ase  and  so  he  didn’t  stop.  He  never  even 
slowed  down!  It  was  impossible  to  cross  to  his  east-bound  side  of  toe 
highway.  All  that  we  could  do  was  to  place  the  suitcase  in  our  car  and  proceed  on 

our  way.  •  ■u'  .  t  4 

In  Topeka,  we  opened  the  suitcase.  It  contained  items  of  a  |»rsooal  nature  for  a 
man.  Only  <me  unusual  item,  which  might  serve  as  a  point  of  locating  the  owner 
was  in  the  contents.  A  white  box  with  a  rubber  band  around  it  had  a  820  gold  piece 
between  two  layers  of  cotton.  The  gold  piece  had  a  band  around  it  with  me  words , 
“Twenty  years  Loyal  And  Faithful  Service”  on  one  side  and  “Presented  to  Otis 
Sampson  by  Northwestern  States  Portland  Cement  Co."  on  the  other  side  .it  was 

a  lead.  w  „  ...  ,  . 

I  mailed  letters  to  Portland  Cement  companies  in  seventy-five  cities  in  tne 
Northwestern  States  of  our  nation.  Many  of  the  letters  were  returned  because  the 
city  did  not  have  a  Portland  Cement  Company  office  located  there.  One  letter 
gave  the  address  of  a  Mr.  Otis  Sampson  who  had  retired  from  their  employ 
several  years  before.  .•>], 

I  wrote  to  Mr.  Sampson  to  inform  him  of  my  finding  a  suitcase  that  mjght 
belong  to  him.  He  answered  my  letter  immediately  and  identified  the  contents. 
He  told  me  to  dispose  of  the  suitcase  and  all  other  contents  except  the  gold  piece. 
He  wrote  “That’s  my  most  precious  possession.”  He  wrote  quite  a  lengthy  letter 
telling  why  it  was  precious  to  him.  The  phrase  “my  most  precious  possession” 
was  used  many  times. 

I  answered  hisHetter  and  enclosed  the  gold  piece  but  I  used  the  opportunity  to 
tell  him  of  my  most  precious  possession.  I  told  him  how  precious  my  family  is  to 
me,  how  precious  is  life  itself  because  God  brought  me  safely  home  during  World 
War  II  after  having  been  a  Prisoner  of  War  in  Rumania.  But  then  I  told  him  of  my 
MOST  precious  possession,  Jesus  Christ  as  Lord  and  Saviour.  I  wrote  from  my 
heart  and  mailed  the  letter  and  gold  piece  with  a  prayer. 

I  received  no  letter  of  appreciation  from  him  until  a  year  later  when  he  sent  a 
Christmas  box  to  my  family.  In  the  box  was  a  little  white  box  with  a  rubber  band 
around  it  and  in  the  box  the  gold  piece.  I  do  not  have  the  space  to  write  all  the 
content  of  the  letter  that  accompanied  the  Christmas  box.  Just  this: 

“Last  Sunday,  my  wife  and  I  were  baptized  in  a  little  church  here  in 
Colorado.  We  want  you  to  have  the  gold  piece  to  carry  with  you  at  all  times. 

We  are  two  old  people  ;  I’m  74  years  old,  my  wife  is 72.  You  are  the  first  one 
who  told  us  of  Jesus  Christ.  Now  He  is  our  most  precious  possession.” 

A  CLOSING  THOUGHT  FOR  MY  DEVOTION  TIME  WITH  YOU: 

“Lord,  let  me  always  be  able  to  be  available  and  aware  of  witness  for  the  Lord 
Jesus  Christ.  Someone  I  meet  may  not  know  Him  as  the  most  precious  possession 
they  could  possibly  have!”  Amen.  '  _ 


Center  Ridge  Will 
Dedicate  Sanctuary 

Center  Ridge  Church,  Yazoo  City, 
will  dedicate  its  news  sanctuary  on 
Sunday,  June  17,  at  2  p.m. 

Dinner  will  be  served  on  the  grounds 
following  the  morning  worship  hour. 


Washington,  D.  C.  (RNS)  —  The 
world  abortion  rate  has  reached  about 
40  million  a  year,  25  per  cent  of  all 
pregnancies,  according  to  a  new  re¬ 
port  by  the  Population  Crisis  Commit¬ 
tee  (PCC)  here.  Of  the  total  40  million 
abortions,  about  half  of  them  were  es¬ 
timated  to  be  illegal  “and  now  repre¬ 
sent  a  leading  cause  of  death  among 
women  of  childbearing  age,”  the  re¬ 
port  said. 


The  Need  To  Make  Right  Decisions 


Sins  Of  Affluence 


By  Larry  Kennedy 
First,  Laurel 
1  Sam.  15:1-23;  18:1 
The  Bible  says  that  the  devil  has 
“schemes”  whereby  he  seeks  to  de¬ 
stroy  God’s  people.  From  the  experi¬ 
ences  of  Eve  in  the  Garden  and  Jesus 
in  the  wilderness,  we  know  that  some 
of  his  schemes  are  lies,  half-truths, 
and  the  misquoting  of  Scripture.  Paul 
said  the  devil  is  an  angel  of  light  who 
can  disguise  himself  in  various  forms 
so  that  he  gives  the  appearance  of 
being  a  prophet  of  God.  The  survivors 
of  Jonestown  can  bear  witness  to  that 
truth  We  know  that  the  devil  uses 
doubt,  depression,  anxiety ,  and  fear  as 
-schemes”  to  hurt  the  believer. 

This  soothsayer  of  the  sewer  even 
uses  success  as  a  scheme  of  destruc¬ 
tion.  Some  people  cannot  stand  suc¬ 
cess.  The  devil  knows  this,  and  he  uses 
success  as  a  time  bomb  for  soul  de¬ 
struction.  It  appears  that  King  Saul 
was  a  person  who  could  not  handle 
success.  Somewhere  between  hi*  ex¬ 
perience  of  going  from  rags  to  riches, 
he  forgot  the  divine  power  that  brought 
him  to  the  throne  and  decided  that 
ceremony  was  more  important  than 
commitment.  The  life  of  Saul  has  a 
warning  for  all  of  us.  We  do  well  to  pull 
back  the  curtain  of  his  life  and  ponder 
the  steps/diat  led  to  his  downfall. 
Maybe  inthe  holy  moment  of  serious 
reflection,  we  will  hear  God’s  voice 
and  depart  from  the  paths  of  superfi¬ 
ciality  and  selfishness. 

What  does  God  want  us  to  see  in  the 
experience  in  the  life  of  Saul  and 

!.  S&ecess  Can  Lead  to  Sia 
King  Saul  was  told  to  destroy  the 
-•■halekites  and  all  their  property. 
However.  Saul  spared  King  Agag  and 
the  best  of  the  sheep  and  oxen.  It  has 
been  suggested  by  some  scholars  that 
Saul  spared  King  Agag  so  that  he 
might  “parade"  him  before  the  Heb¬ 
rew  people  as  a  trophy  of  his  military 
ability.  He  saw  in  the  defeated  Agag.  a 
means  of  enhancing  his  “image”  with 
the  people.  He  may  have  spared  the 
sheep  to  “fatten”  his  own  pocketbook 
Samuel  tells  us  that  Saul  was  “stub¬ 
born.”  Having  arrived  at  the  top,  Saul 
probably  decided  that  God  would  over¬ 
look  any  transgressions  that  he  might 
engage  in  since  he  was  God’s  anointed. 
Could  it  be  that  he  had  convinced  him¬ 


self  that  no  one  else  could  possibly  take 
his  place?  Could  it  be  that  because  of 
his  physical  strength  and  military 
power,  Saul  decided  that  God  needed 
him?  The  attitude  of  Saul  reminds  us 
that  success  that  is  not  mixed  with 
humility  leads  to  sin. 

II.  It  Is  Easy  to  Blame  Others  for  our 
Sins 

When  confronted  with  his  disobedi¬ 
ence,  Saul  placed  the  blame  on  the 
people.  He  said,  “They  have  brought 
them  from  the  Amalekites:  for  the 
people  spared  the  best  of  the  sheep ...” 

(2  Sam.  15:15)  Like  Eve  who  wanted 
to  blame  the  snake  for  her  sin.  Saul 
sought  to  blame  the  people  for  his  re¬ 
bellion.  It  reminds  one  of  the  words: 

I  went  to  my  psychiatrist 
to  be  psychoanalyzed, 

Toftnd  out  why  I  killed  the  cat 
and  blackened  my  wife's  eyes. 

He  put  me  on  a  downy  couch 
To  see  what  he  could  find. 

And  this  is  what  he  dredged  up 
From  my  subconscious  mind: 

When  l  was  one.  my  mommy  hid 
My  dolly  in  the  trunk. 

And  so  it  follows  naturally. 

That  l  am  always  drunk 

When  1  was  two.  1  saw  my  father 
Kiss  the  maid  one  day. 

And  that  is  why  I  suffer  now  — 
Kleptomania. 

I’m  so  glad  that  I  have  learned 
The  lesson  it  has  taught, 

That  everything  l  do  that’s  wrong 
Is  someone  else’ s  fault  ’ 

( Anna  Russell ) 

IQ.  Disobedience  Has  Serious  Con¬ 
sequences 

It  is  true  that  God  forgives  the  sin¬ 
ner;  however,  the  consequences  of  sin 
often  remain.  Saul  heard  the  prophet 
say,  “. .  .  the  Lord  . . .  hath  rejected 
thee  from  being  king’’  (2  Sam  15:23). 
Today,  you  might  drive  your  car  at  a 
high  speed  and  smash  into  a  tree, 
breaking  your  neck.  In  the  morning 
you  might  ask  God  to  forgive  you  for 
being  so  foolish,  and  he  certainly 
would  do  that  for  you;  however,  your 
neck  would  still  be  broken.  God  for¬ 
gives  sin,  but  the  scars  of  sin  often  re¬ 
main  for  a  long  time. 


IV.  God  Is  Never  Defeated  by  Man’s 
Sin 

As  Samuel  cried,  thinking  that  God’s 
plan  and  his  work  had  been  destroyed, 
the  prophet  heard  God  say,  ”...  I  will 
send  thee  to  Jesse  ...  for  I  have  pro¬ 
vided  me  a  king  among  his  sons”  (1 
Sam.  16:1).  Out  in  the  hills  there  was  a 
small  shepherd  boy  that  God  had 
selected  to  be  the  next  king.  God’s  re¬ 
demptive  plan  was  still  in  motion  and 
could  not  be  stopped  by  the  foolishness 
of  a  rebellious  king.  This  experience 
reminds  us  that  God  is  able  to  bring 
good  out  of  tragic  circumstances. 
When  the  hour  is  dark  and  men  cry  in 
their  despair,  God  is  in  the  light  chart¬ 
ing  his  eternal  plan  through  the  cor¬ 
ridors  of  time.  God  is  never  dependent 
upon  any  man.  He  is  the  Alpha  and  the 
Omega. 


Bob  Harrington 
Battles  Problems 

LAKELAND,  Fla.  (RNS)  - 
Evangelist  Bob  Harrington,  the  flam¬ 
boyant  "Chaplain  of  Bourbon  Street,” 
is  battling  financial  and  image  prob¬ 
lems  here  as  he  attempts  to  establish  a 
Total  Living  Center. 

Harrington’s  reputation  was  tar¬ 
nished  last  year  after  he  was  divorced 
and  remarried.  He  had  to  return  the 
rings  from  his  second  wedding  after  a 
New  Orleans  jeweler  demanded  pay¬ 
ment  of  a  89,200  balance.  Loyola  Uni¬ 
versity  says  he  owes  its  television  sta¬ 
tion  810,300  for  unpaid  air  time,  and  he 
owes  a  8570,000  balance  on  the  old  First 
Presbyterian  Church  building  here 
where  he  is  setting  up  the  Total  Living 
Center. 

“Since  the  breakup  of  my  marriage 
last  year,”  the  evangelist  says,  “the 
public  has  been  confused  about  my 
image.  Time  is  the  therapy  that  we 
need.” 

Despite  negative  publicity,  Har¬ 
rington  expresses  confidence  that  his 
financial  situation  will  soon  be  on  the 
rebound.  He  notes  that  his  evangelistic 
organization  grossed  some  85  million 
just  two  years  ago,  and  says,  “I  did  it 
before  and  I’ll  do  it  again.”  ' 


By  Joe  McKeever 
First,  Columbus 
Amos  5-6 

If  there  is  a  passage  in  the  Bible  that 
has  today’s  date  on  it,  this  must  be  the 
one.  Think  of  the  rich  society  you  and  I 
are  part  of ...  of  the  needs  of  a  great 
part  of  our  world  . . .  and  the  gap  bet¬ 
ween  where  we  are  and  where  they 
are. 

How  does  it  feel  to  be  rich?  You 
probably  do  not  agree  that  you  are. 
The  problem  is  that  wealth  is  relative 
—  we  compare  ourselves  with  those 
richer  than  we. 

But  turn  around  and  compare  your 
situation  with  two  groups:  (1)  the  bill¬ 
ions  on  planet  Earth  who  have  less 
than  you;  and  (2)  the  many  millions  ' 
who  occupied  the  earth  before  our 
birth.  The  truth  is  that  you  live  better 
than  Julius  Caesar  did.  Or  Napoleon  or 
George  Washington  for  that  matter. 

For  you  have  air-conditioning,  vac¬ 
cinations  against  disease,  electricity, 
television,  books,  automobiles,  and 
nice  clothing.  Not  to  mention  frozen 
foods,  vegetables  year  round,  restaur¬ 
ants,  and  your  local  health  depart¬ 
ment. 

As  I  say,  you  are  rich.  Now,  let’stalk 
about  the  sins  of  rich  people.  In  our 
Scripture  study,  we  can  identify  at 
least  three.  All  are  modern  and  touch 
my  family  and  yours. 

(1)  Hard-heartedness 
The  wealthy  of  Amos’  day  put  heavy 
rent  on  the  poor  (5:11)  and  took 
kickbacks  from  those  with  whom  they 

traded  (5:11).  They  took  bribes  (5:12), 
which  is  nothing  other  than  charging 
money  for  what  they  should  have  been 
doing  for  nothing.  And  they  turned 
away  the  poor  (5:12)  when  they  needed 
justice  in  the  court. 

The  problem  with  seeing  life  in  dol¬ 
lar  signs  is  that  we  pay  attention  only 
to  those  people  who  can  benefit  us.  We 
do  not  need  the  poor,  so  we  ignore 

them.  , 

We  may  ease  our  guilt  by  giving  to* 

various  charities.  This  is  fine,  but  ob¬ 
viously  not  enough.  According  to  Amos 

the  prophet,  we  need  also  to  work  for 
the  poor  to  see  that  the  prices  they  pay 
are  fair,  that  they  have  equal  access  to 
fair  treatment  from  all  of  society,  and 
receive  justice  in  court. 

(8)  False  Security. 

“At  ease  in  Zion”  has  been  taken 
from  6:1  and  put  into  our  language 
today  to  describe  people  who  are  con¬ 


tent  in  their  little  heaven,  and  letting 
the  rest  of  the  world  go  to  hell.  The 
picture  of  such  people  in  6 : 4  lacks  only 
one  thing  to  be  contemporary:  “m 
front  of  their  television  sets.” 

For  too  many  Christians,  a  good 
bank  balance  means  peace  of  mind. 
And  money  troubles  automatically 
mean  the  loss  of  such  peace.  The  words 
of  Paul  to  Timothy  are  meant  for  us: 

“Instruct  those  who  are  rich  in  this 
present  world  not  to  be  conceited  or  to 
fix  their  hope  on  the  uncertainty  of 
riches,  but  on  God,  who  richly  supplies 
us  with  all  things  to  enjoy”  (I  Timothy 
6:17). 

(3)  Pleasure  Oriented 
The  description  in  the  early  part  of 
chapter  6  shows  us  those  whose  entire 
lives  rotate  around  the  gratification  of 
their  wants  and  desires.  “If  it  feels 
good ,  do  it”  was  not  coined  by  this  gen¬ 
eration;  it  was  the  motto  of  many  cul¬ 
tures  before  ours. 

Pleasure  is  the  thing  today.  We  run 
our  lives  by  it.  We  even  choose 
churches  by  whether  one  has  good 
music  or  the  preacher  is  more  interest¬ 
ing  than  another.  We  sandwich  wor¬ 
ship  on  Sunday  in  between  a  late  nap 
and  the  golf  course.  We  stay  up  so  late 
on  Saturday  bights  we’re  no  good  for 
anything  Sunggy  mornings.  And  all 
this  is  just  the  tip  of  the  iceberg. 

Was  it  therefore  with  tongue  in 
cheek  that  Amos  says  in  5: 13,  “There¬ 
fore,  at  such  a  time  the  prudent  person 
keeps  silent,  as  it  is  an  evil  time”?  The 
best  way  to  get  into  trouble  is  to  start 
tramping  on  people’s  toes  about  their 
sins. 

So,  Amos  opened  his  mouth  and  got 
into  trouble. 

What  Shall  We  Do? 

Barbara  Ward  points  out  in  The 
Home  of  Man  that  for  the  last  two  cen¬ 
turies,  first  capitalism  and  then  com- 
have  been  founded  on  the  idea 
rces  on  this  planet  expanding 
:y,  waiting  only  to  be  Uxen  by 
le’strong  and  the  capable.  The  result 
been  an  all-out  race  for  growth  and 
consumption. 

However,  she  says,  it Jooks  now  that 
the  conditions  for  this  race  will  not 
prevail  much  beyond  the  end  of  this 
century  The  energy  crises  of  our  days 
are  only  warnings  of  what’s  to  come. 
So,  what  are  we  to  do? 

Listen  to  God  speaking  through 
Amos:  “Don’t  resort  to  Bethel;  don’t 
come  to  Gilgal;  don’t  cross  over  to 


Beersheba  . . .  seek  me  that  you  may 
live.”  (5:4-6).  -"v 

Bethel  was  a  spiritual  shrine. 

To  those  familiar  with  the  life  of 
Jacob  who  came  here  twice,  it  meant  a 
place  of  new  beginnings.  God  is  thus 
saying,  Do  not  seek  a  holy  place,  seek 
me!  Do  not  take  comfort  in  old  religi¬ 
ous  experiences,  come  to  me! 

Gilgal  was  a  historical  shrine. 

It  was  a  place  of  past  blessings  on  the 
nation.  The  first  encampment  of  the 
nation  after  crossing  into  Canaan  was 
here.  They  put  up  a  memorial  of 
twelve  stones  taken  from  the  middle  of 
the  Jordan  River.  They  celebrated  the 
first  Passover  and  the  first  circumci¬ 
sion  in  the  new  land  was  held  here. 
Here  they  ate  the  first  fruits  of  their 
new  count  .  And  here  Saul  was  made 
the  nation’s  first  king. 

Gilgal  represented  nostalgia  for 
many.  They  could  easily  retreat  into  a 
study  of  the  past  and  neglect  their  re¬ 
sponsibilities.  But  God  closed  the  door 
on  that  and  said,  “Seek  me.” 
Beersheba  was  a  patriarchal  shrine. 

At  Beersheba,  Abraham  made  a  co¬ 
venant  with  King  Abimelech  ( Genesis 
21).  At  this  spot,  God  repeated  His  co¬ 
venant  promise  to  Isaac  (Genesis  26) 
and  to  Jacob  (Genesis  48).  So  this  was 
a  covenant  place,  a  reminder  to  the 
nation  of  their  future  glory  when  God’s 
promises  were  fulfilled. 

But  the  Lord  ia’-saying,  Don’t  go  re¬ 
treating  into  the  future  either  —  stay 
here  and  face  today’s  challenge:  Seek 
Me  and  you  shall  live! 

Our  Lord  is  not  a  shrine  but  a  Spirit. 
Not  an  experience  but  a  Person.  Not  of 
the  past  but  of  the  eternal  present.  Not 
only  a  God  of  the  future  but  the  living 
Lord  of  the  here-and-now. 

And  He  is  vitally  interested  in  how 
His  children  are  living  up  to  His  in¬ 
structions. 

Off  The  Record 

An  absent-minded  professor  had  a 

decidedly  bad  taste  in  his  mouth  one 
morning  so  he  stopped  to  see  his  family 
doctor. 

“Pulse  seems  to  be  all  right,”  the 
doctor  said  after  a  quick  check.  “Stick 
out  your  tongue.” 

The  professor  did  and  the  doctor 
looked.  “Hum,”  he  observed,  “it  looks 
okay,  but  why  the  postage  stamp?” 

“Oh,”  thd1  professor  said  happily, 
“so  that’s  where  I  left  it.” 


i 


